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Yukon River Canoe Adventure

INTRODUCTION

Thisadventurecircuit offersanin-depth experiencewith thefabled lands of AlaskaandtheY ukon, for those
that long for ataste of thetrue North and the wildernessthat definesit. From traveling itsremote roadwaysand
seldom-visited hideaways, to paddling the mighty Y ukon River through abandoned gold rush ghost towns,
you'll leave after nine dayswith an appreciation of the North beyond that of many "year-rounders’. By canoe
and kayak, we can leave the crowds behind and truly experiencethewilds, with this easy meansaccessible
even to those with absol utely no experience. Camping iscomplemented with overnight staysin uniquely
northern accommodations, alowing for awilderness experience though balanced with acertain level of
"civilization". Steepedin thegold rush history that in many waysdefinesthe North, ahighlight isthetime spent
intheoldfrontier river town of Eagle, aswell asthemoreinfamous, Dawson City. Thegod of thisitinerary is
to depart thetraveled corridorsand explore the seldom-visited Alaska, impossibleto redl ly experiencewithout
leaving theroad system. Seeking out the special places, people and history that make the north unique, this
intimatejourney through wilderness grandeur allowsoneto feel just how appropriateisthisnative name
Alaska, whichmeans, The Great Land.

ABBREVIATED AGENDA

Day 1 Anchorage-Gulkana camp: Depart Anchorage towards Denali National Park; Mat-
SuValley, AlaskaRange; cross spectacular Denali Highway; camp at base of GulkanaGlacier

Day 2 Gulkana-Eagle: Travel to EagleontheY ukon; stopsat DeltaJunction; Tok and Chicken;
visit abandoned gold dredge; overnight inthehistoric cabinsin EaglewherefamousNorwegian
explorer Roald Amundsen spent the winter

Day 3 Eagle-Dawson City: Morning tour of Eagle and Fort Egbert; cross spectacular "Top
of TheWorldHighway" to Dawson City withastopin Boundary; ferry acrosstheY ukon River;
dinner on thetown; overnightinaB &B

Day 4 Dawson City: Exploretown; museum visits; late afternoon canoe/kayak departure
onthemighty Y ukon River; float past steamboat graveyard; threehour paddl e/float toriver camp

Day 5 YukonRiver: AM river departure; exploreabandoned homestead; working subsi stence
homestead visit; overnight at abandoned Gold Rush town of Forty Mile

Day 6 YukonRiver: Rivertravel through"Dozenlslands®, past subsistencefish camp; arrival
at island camp near Canadian-US border; short hikes recommended

Day 7 YukonRiver-Eagle: Morningriver departure, arriveEagle, Alaska(showers!); optional
hiketo top of Eagle Bluff; dinner; overnight in Amundsen cabinsin Eagle

Day 8 Eagle-Tolsana: Travel tothe Copper River Basin viaMentasta Pass; camp on Tolsana
River; evening hiketo geologic oddity of amud, "volcano"

Day 9 Toalsana-Anchorage: Optional morning hike; Late AM departure; lunch overlooking

9 Day / 8 Ni ght the Matanuska Glacier; travel along the Mat River to reach Anchoragein the early evening
$2355 p/person ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
2010 Tour Dates Code Trip cost includes all modes of transportation, lodging, meals, equipment and guiding. Additional
May 29 - June 6 ov1 information and a suggested personal equipment list sent upon deposit. Accommodations range from
June 8- June 16 9y 2 semi-deluxe to rustic. When camping, al group gear is provided, with two persons to a tent, and a
July 8- July 16 9y3 full length sleeping pad included. Moderate physical fitness is desirable as this is wilderness trip with
Aug 4 - Aug 12 9y 4 hiking and outdoor activities, though it is not overly strenuous. Passports are now required for re-
Aug 15 - Aug 23 9Y5 entry into the US. Alcoholic beverages and gratuities to the guide not included. Group size is limited

to eight persons.
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Day 1 Theadventurebeginsat 8AM, meetingindowntown Anchorageat your B& B or previously
arranged|ocation. Fromherewe'll head east throughtheagri cultural region of theMatanuska- Susitnaval ley
toward Palmer topick uptheParksHighway. Turning northtofollow alongthewest sideof the Talkeetna
Mountains, we'll climb steadily towardthemighty AlaskaRangeof mountains. Hopefully, Dendli itself, the
highest mountaininNorth Americawill deemtoshowitstowering summit. Intheearly afternoonwell arrive
inCantwell toturn back east and start our traverseof thebeautiful Denali "Highway", a140 milegravel road
acrosswidevalleys, a pinetundraand breathtaking scenery that isopenonly inthesummer monthsandthe
only roadthroughthisremotearea. Crossingglacial river andlakecountry, wildlifeviewingopportunities
aboundinthislargestretch of wildernessinhabited year-round only by theoccasional trapper and
wildernesshermit. We'll stopalongtheway at acoupl eof theuniqueseasonal establishmentstominglewith
someof thelocals, andtravel throughtheheart of the TangleL akesArcheol ogical District, traditional
hunting groundssi ncethetimeof thosethat crossed theBering L and Bridgeto peoplethe Americas. After
reaching Paxson, wewill turnnorthandtravel afew milestoreach our camp at thebaseof theimposing
GulkanaGlacier. Forthoseinclined, thereisanexcellent hikeuptotheglacier, acrossaswingingbridge,
andontothefacefor great viewsof Summit L akeandthemountainsinthedistance.

Expanded lItinerary
9-Day Yukon River Canoe Adventure

Day 2 FromGulkanawewill get anearly start to continuenorththrough the AlaskaRangefollowing
theDeltaRiver to DeltaJunction, andthentakethe AlaskaHighway to Tok. Here, we'll pick upthetwisting
gravel roadto historic Eagle, homeof theearly Army outpost of Fort Egbert, thearmy'snorthernmost
presenceuntil WorldWar I1. Eaglehaslong served asthelast supply post for thevast upper Y ukonvalley,
providingtheearliest minersand current wildernessdwel lerswiththeir link tomail delivery, telephonesand
therest of theworld. Itsfrontier naturehasn't changed much, asitisstill cut off fromtherest of theroad
systemduringtheei ght winter monthsof theyear. We'll bunk for theeveningin historic cabinsoverlooking
theY ukon. ListedintheNational Register of Historic Places, oneof thecabinsiswherethefamous
Norwegianexplorer Roald Amundsen”wintered”, after arrivingin December of 1905frommushing by dog
teamfrom hisshiplockedintheice 1000 milestothenorth. It wasby tel egraphfrom Eaglethat hewasable
tonotify theworld of hissuccessinfinding thelong sought Northwest Passage, after threeyearswithno
communication.

Day 3  Afteramorning historictour of old Eagleand Ft. Egbert we'll load up the canoesand kayaks
and head downtheroadtoward Dawson City viathe" Top of TheWorldHighway". Theroadfollows
magnificent ridgelinesand descendsthroughmany old miningcampsfromdaysgoneby, includingthetiny
outpostsof Chickenand Boundary, Alaska. After crossingthe Canadian border, theroad descendsintothe
Y ukonRiver Valley andtothegoal of al the Stampedersof the Great Klondike Gold Rush of 1898,
Dawson City. Dawsonisstill afrontier townwith plenty of itshistory evidentintheold structuresand dirt
streets. Anexcellent recitation of famousworksat the cabin of the poet | aureate of thenorth, Robert
Service,isoptional but highly recommended, withtherest of thelateafternoon|eft opentothosethat woul d
liketoexploreontheir own or get cleaned up beforedinner onthetown. Lodgingwill beinacomfortable
Bed & Breakfast near downtown, after samplingabit of thenightlife.

Day 4 After breakfast, therewill beplenty of timeopenfor prowlingaround, shopping, andvisiting
themuseums. We'll meet for lunchand then havesomemorefreetimefor alast tasteof "civilization”, asthe
guidereadiestheequipment for usto set out onthemighty Y ukonRiver inthekayaksand canoesinmid-
afternoon. Firstwelll float past asteamboat graveyard ashort waysdownstream, and from herecontinueon
past thepicturesqueNativevillageof Moosehideandthesiteof Ft. Reliancejust downstream. Thefort's
presenceisstill feltinthenamesof many streamsandriversinbothdirections, namedfor their estimated
distancefromthefort. It'sabout athreehour paddl e/fl oat, past rock bluffsand waterfallstoacreekside
campontheriver.
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Day 5 Slippingintoour boatsafter breakfast wewill continuedownriver to explorethe abandoned
homestead of Percy "IronMan" DeWolfe, whoranthemail upand downtheY ukon between Eagleand
Dawson by boat in summer and by dog team during the harshwinter months, until hewaswell intohis
seventiesandwasforcibly replaced by theairplane. Percy'spresenceisstill feltinthemany itemsof hislife
hiddenintheovergrowthandwildraspberries(delicious!) that haveclaimedthesitesince. Anafternoon
stop at thewildernesshomestead of Cor Guimandwill giveanideaof what it'sliketoliveinthewilderness
year-round, hunting andtrappingwith hisdogteamandleadingasubs stencelifestyle. Theevening'scamp
will beat theremoteabandoned goldrushtown of Forty Milewithmany structuresstill standing; includinga
church, store, andthel og cabin headquartersof theRoyal Canadian M ounted Police.

Expanded ltinerary - cont.
9-Day Yukon River Canoe Adventure

Day 6 Another day ontheriver past many islands, drainagesand cliff wallsdropping directly intothe
river, beforelunchat Old Woman'sand Old Man'sRock (anativelegendthat will havetowait for on-site
explanation). Well float throughal abyrinthsectioncalled, "Dozenldands', anexcel lent areafor wildlife
viewing. We'll seeif wecan pick out any of theabandoned wood campsthat suppliedfuel tothehundreds
of steam boatsthat usedto ply theriver until roadswerebuilt openingupthegreat river valleystomore
economical vehicletrafficinthe1950's. Campfor thenightwill most likely (depending ontheweather) be
onaniglandjust shy of theUSborder. Theviewsaremagnificent.

Day 7 A morningdeparturewill haveus paddling back acrosstheU.S. border and into Eagleinthe
early afternoonfor lunch (and showers!) at theriverbank cafe. Solidly back on"terrafirma’, wemight
stretchour legswithashort but vigoroushiketothetop of EagleBluff,longalandmark toriver travelers.
Thehistory issopal pablein Eagle, you'll probably want to spend afew hoursjust strolling about, maybe
talkingwiththelocal sabout how and why they might livein sucharemoteoutpost withroad accessonly a
few monthsayear. After asumptuousdinner, we'll again spendthenightinthecabinsby theriver, that by
now havecometofed likehome.

Day 8 Earlyinthemorningwell continuefollowingtheroad back to Tok, thistimetakingthe Tok
Cut-off southwardthroughthelakecountry of M entastaPass. Passing through Slanaand theold mining
community of Chistochinawe'll break outintothegreat Copper River basinandfollow thewesternborder
of theWrangell-St. EliasNational Park, our country'slargest. Just short of theroad that followstheold
Valdez-EagleTrail toGlennallen, well turnwest onthe GlennHighway. Campfor thenightisnot far, onthe
banksof theTolsanaRiver, inthe Tol sanaWildernessCampground (showers!). After dinner ahikeisin
order toanearby geol ogicoddity --amud"volcano”. Not quiteasspectacul ar asalavaspouting dome,
nonethel essthisstrange phenomenon cons stsof mostly methanegassesbubblingupfromthecoal deposits
of theL ower Cretaceousand Upper Jurrasicformationsthat underly the Copper River Basin. Asthe
bubblestravel upthroughtheearthtothesurface, they pick upandcarry fineparticlesof siltwhichover
timehaveformedthehill fromwhichthespringsemerge. Thecold salty water flowsall winter andisan
important sourceof liquidtothelocal creatureslargeand small, duringthelongmonthswhenall aboutis
frozen.

Day 9 Well get areasonablestartin order to play abit on our return, climbing out the Copper River
Basintowardthedivide, withthe TalkeetnaM ountai nstothenorthand the Chugachtothesouth. The
beautiful GlennHighway descendstotheM atanuskaGlacier, with our lunch planned overlookingtheglacier
that giveslifetothewildriver of thesamename, after whichwell follow thenorthsidewestward, possibly
doingahikeinto someal pinetundracountry beforehavingtoreturnto”civilization". Well arrivebackin
Anchorageintheearly evening, somehow just abit different thanwhenweleft,and most likely figuring out
justwhenyoucanreturn. .
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Client Pre-Trip Information

9-Day Yukon River Canoe Adventure

ALASKA

Accessibility/Fithess

Thisisin great partawildernesstrip and while no particular skills are needed for any portion, a prerequisite
for personal enjoyment as well as the ability of the group as awhole to proceed without hindrance, is a
moderate level of physical conditioning. This does not mean brute strength or endurance but simply the
ability to sitin acanoe or kayak for up to two hours at once, or sleepinatentfor three consecutive nights
with no established toilet facilities.

Clothing/Equipment

While allgroup equipmentis provided, thisis an outdoor trip and personal gear should be chosen carefully
(see separate packing list). The weather we mightencounter could range fromtemps in the low thirties to
the mid eighties, with rain of course always a possibility. This variety would suggest being prepared for
the coldestto ensure comfort at all times, with multiple layers of versatile colothing the best approach.
Clothing: Fourtofive changes of lightweight clothing are recommended which can be layered on cooler
evenings. Forouterwear, a sweater or pullover is perfect with the best being made of polypropylene pile
(fleece) accompanied by alightjacket or vest. A high quality, two piece rainsuitis absolutely necessary
which can also be used as awindbreaker or outer shelland should include ahood or else arain hat. Ahat
isalsoideal forthe sun, with some also preferring an additional light stocking cap and gloves. Footwear
should be suitable for the intended hiking, fairly lightweight and comfortable - thisis notatime to break in
new boots! Knee highrubberbootswill be issuedin Eagle for the river portion, but some folks preferto bring
aquasocksor"Teva"sandals aswell. Asmall bathtowelis also usefulincamp. Sleeping Bag: Should
be comfortable to thirty degrees to ensure warmth if it gets damp, with mummy styles recommended.
(NOTE: Clean, appropriate sleeping bags can also be rented from Adventure Alaska for afee of $30 for
thetrip - pleaseindicate in advance if needed). A very comfortable full -length ThermaRest sleeping pad
is provided, thatwith another gizmo, doubles as awonderful camp chair. Adaypack enough to hold ajacket,
camera, water bottle, lunchis alsorecommended.

Luggage

Soft-sided luggage, duffles or travel packs are fine for travel to and from Anchorage, butyour gear willneed
tobe transferred to dry sacks (provided) for the actual trip. Total amount of personal gear for the tripincluding
sleeping bag, should not exceed fifty pounds and should be manageable. Extraluggage can usually be
storedin Anchorage during the trip if necessary. While this is not a backpacking trip, you will need to be
ableto carryyourgearashortways (upto 50yards), as these are wilderness camps. Packing: Waterproof
nylon dry sacks are distributed upon arrival in Anchorage that serve as your "luggage" during the trip.
Thoughitmighttake alittle getting usedto, we have found this system to work best throughout the trip. Space
isatapremiuminthe van, and extremely sointhe boats, so please pack accordingly - whatwon'tfitinthe
alloted dry bags won't be able to go.

Accommodations/Meals

Accommodations: Include abed & breakfastand cabins,both without private baths, as well as five nights
camping. The B&B and Eagle cabins are set up for double occupancy while camps are of course camps.
Campingwillbe withtwo personstoatentdesigned for three. Notoiletfacilities are available along the River.
Meals: Some ofthe mealswill be in established facilities, sometimes with a limited menu. While in camp,
duetothe nature of wildernesstravel, choice will often be limited to a single entree with choice of side dishes.
We make no pretense toward gourmet cuisine, though all meals are hearty and cookbook-worthy! Special
dietary needs cannotalways be met, though vegetarianismis nota problem. Let us know if you have any
special or medical dietary requirements and we'll be happy to discuss the options. Alcoholic beverages
are notincluded.
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Client Pre-Trip Information
9-Day Yukon River Canoe Adventure

Legal Requirements

Passports: Asthistrip crossesthe US/Canadabordertwotimes, avalid Passportis necessary. Please
make sure you arrange for this early enough in advance so you have it by the time the trip starts. Minor
childrenmust have a birth certificate as well as written notorized parental permission unless both parents
are present.

Pre/Post-Trip Lodging/Trip Addons

Many types oflodging are available in Anchorage as are independent extensions before or after your trip
with us. Facilitiesfill up very early during the summer season. Please advise us of your interests well in
advance sothatwe are able to guarantee suitable accommodations. If you need suggestions for other
thingstodo, justletus know.

Miscellaneous

Money: Though most everything is included in the overall price, purchases for souvenirs, alcoholic
beverages etc, can be made with either cash, traveler's checksin US Dollars, or, accepted inmostplaces
butnotall, creditcard. Traveler's Insurance: is strongly recommended, as the seasonis very shortand
our cancellation policy is necessarily quite strict. Ask usforrecommendations. Emergencies: Atriplist
ofthe individualaccommodation addresses and emergency phone numbers with the specific dates when
youwillbethereis sentpriortotrip departure. As some places are quite remote, the bestway to be reached
while onthetrip, isthrough the Adventure Alaska office inHope. Smokingis notpermittedinthe vansand
nearly all lodging facilities in Alaska are non-smoking. Cell phone useis strongly discouraged inthe van.
Gratuities toyour guide notincluded.

Suggested Reading

Eachclient's appreciation willbe immeasurably heightened by gaining some background beforehand of
Alaska and the areas of our travels. A wide selection of books and information is available from Alaska
Geographic: 810 E 9th Ave, Anchorage, AK 99501; (866) 257-2757; www.alaskageographic.org and also
from our local bookseller, Title Wave Books, in Anchorage - www.wavebooks.com; 907-278-9283.




