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Yukon Quest Sled Dog Adventure

P.O. Box 64 Hope, Alaska 99605
(907)782-3730  800-365-7057 Fax (907)782-3725
info@AdventureAlaskaTours.com

INTRODUCTION

Simply put, thisincomparabl etrip guaranteesan experienceof legend. Intheland of Jack London and thegreat
Klondikegoldrush, you'll learnto mushyour owndogteamdownthemighty Y ukon River, overnightingin historical
cabins and a wilderness camp to completely feel the spirit of this haunting country. After you've gained a new
appreciationfor thisdefiningway of lifeandtravel, the" Toughest RaceintheWorld", thefamed Y ukon Quest will
pass through our camp as the dog mushers challenge over a 1000 miles of frozen wilderness.

Beginningin Fairbankswell fly to theremotebush community of Eagle, inaccessibleby road throughthelong
winter months. Steepedin history, thisfascinating little outpost will serve asour headquarters, lodgingingoldrush
eracabinsoverlookingtheY ukon. Fromherewe'll head out downriver toacozy winter camp by theimposing Calico
Bluff, perfecting our dog handling techniquesin this age old means of transport.

Astheracefrontrunners approach Eagle, we'll head back to help out at the official race checkpoint wherethe
mushers try to grab afew hours of rest and warmth for themselves and their dogs. As the teams head out, each
accordingtotheir ownstrategy, we'll follow them back downriver asthey enter oneof themost challenging sections
of thecourse. From hereitis back by air tothehardfought destination of all themushers, Fairbanks, only our means
will be abit more comfortable.

If ever you'velongedtofeel apart of atruly wild environment, after thisintimateexpl orationweguaranteeyou'll
leave with this indescribable area alarge part of you . . .

ABBREVIATED AGENDA

Day 1 PM arriva flightsinto Fairbanks; visit Y ukon Quest headquarters’command
center; visit University of Alaska Museum; dinner on the town; overnight in
bed & breakfast on the ChenaRiver

Day 2  Morning purchase of any last minute gear items; bush flight (1 hour) to remote
community of Eagle on the Y ukon River; dog mushing orientation with our
particular canine colleagues; overnight in gold rush eralog cabins

Day 3  Morning departure down the Y ukon River by dog sled (learning to drive the
teams yourself); arrival at wall tent (wood stove heat!) camp at base of famed
Calico Bluff; afternoon snowshoeing and skijorring —cross country skiing by
dog power; diner and overnight in wall tents

Day 4  Breakfast in camp and leisurely return upriver to Eagle; afternoon activities
dependant on arrival times of Y ukon Quest frontrunners at the official
checkpoint inthe old school house; participation in dog and musher " maintenance”
of thetrail weary race participants; overnight again in historic log cabins

Day 5 Day tripsby dog sled out of Eagle with possible overnight return to Calico
Bluff camp along the Y ukon Quest trail (dependant on race progress/
conditions); otherwise cabins; hopeful glorious display of northern lights. . .

Day 6 Returnto Eagle; visit historic Fort Egbert; "hang out" at the old schoolhouse
checkpoint to visit with the stream of arriving mushers (who are much more
relaxed now that they realize they are "out of the money"); overnight in cabins

Day 7  Returnflight to Fairbanks; lunch downtown; departure flights for home

7 Day /6 Night ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Trip cost includes all modes of transportation beyond Fairbanks, lodging, meals and instruction,
$3525 p/ person with extensive additional information sent upon request. Supplementary arctic winter gear is

supplied by Adventure Alaska with suggestions as to persona clothing sent upon deposit. All
remote accommodations are held exclusively for our group, and these facilities range from deluxe
2011 Tour Dates Code g very "Alaskan" (part of the experience!). With space available for an absolute maximum six
Feb 11 - Feb 17 701 persons, early reservation for this unique experience is highly recommended. Weather and
conditions can necessitate last minute changes in the above itinerary.
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Day 1 Our adventurestartsuponyour arrival inFairbanks, withmost arrivinginthel atemorningor early
afternoon hours. Our evening'saccommodationswherewelll first rendezvousareat thePlane Country Bed &
Breakfast|ocated ashort taxi ridefromtheairport. Situated onthebanksof theChenaRiver, thePlaneCountry
isnamed such, asjustinfrontisapondfor float planes(ski planesinthisseason) and agravel airstrip (and of
coursetheproprietorsarepilots). Beforetheafternoonisover, we'll head over totheUniversity of Alaskato
visittheir excellent museumwith hopeful viewsof thenorthernsideof the AlaskaRange, and then wander
downtowntotheheadquartersand command center of the Y ukon Quest. Herewelll get aglimpseof thetumult
astheraceisal ready underway, theheadquartersstaffed mostly by volunteersdedi cated totheevent and the
gportingeneral. Dinnerisonthetown beforeheading back tothebed and breakfast for thenight.

Expanded lItinerary
7-Day Yukon Quest Dog Sled Adventure

Day 2 After ahearty breakfast we'll takestock of our personal gear and makeastopif need be
atthelocal outfittingstore, tofill inany gapsinour arctic"amor". Thenit'sback totheairport, the"loca" terminal
thistime, for theair taxisthat serviceall theoutlyingareasfromFairbanksasthenorthernhub. Our flight across
theroadl essfrozen Interior mountainsand tundrawill takeabout anhour, endinginthetiny outpost of Eagleon
thebanksof theY ukonRiver, just four milesfromthe Canadianborder. Withtheonly roadin, 160 milesof
twistinggravel, closedfor thewinter months, theonly meansof accessto Eagleareby air or by surfaceviadog
team or snowmachineover theriver. Eaglehaslong servedasthel ast supply postfor thevast upper Y ukonvalley,
providingtheearliest minersand current wildernessdwel lerswiththeir link tomail delivery, telephonesandthe
rest of theworld. Itsfrontier nature hasn't changed much and we'll bunk for theevening in historic cabins
overlookingtheY ukon. ListedintheNational Regi ster of Historic Places, oneof thecabinsiswherethefamous
Norwegianexplorer Roald Amundsen"wintered”, after arrivingin December of 1905frommushing by dogteam
fromhisshiplockedintheice1000 milestothenorth. It wasby tel egraphfrom Eaglethat hewasabl etonotify
theworldof hissuccessinfindingthelong sought Northwest Passage, after threeyearswithno communication.
Thereshouldstill beplenty of timeintheafternoontomeet upwith our caninecolleaguesfor thenextfew days,
aswell astheir mentors, longtimelocalsSteveand Patty Nel son, for anintroduction.

Day 3 We'dbest haveahearty breakfastinthebelly thismorning, beforeour first experience
organizing our caninemeansof trangport. After channelingthewildenthusiasm (you'd swear they livefor this
alone) of thedogsintoharnessand ded, well drop over thebl uff bank of the Y ukonand head downstream past
EagleBluff,longalandmark toriver travel ersof all seasons. Asthedogssettleintothepace, we'll switchout
andgiveeachof usaturnontherunners. Y ou'renow adogdriver. Headingaround severa of thesweepingbends
of theY ukon, well steer toward CdicoBluff, auni quesiteof geol ogicstudy andjust plainbeauty, withtheswirling
patternsof metamorphicrock. Atthebaseonabluff overlookingtheriver we'll find our toasty warmwal |l tent
camp, withnary aneighbor for many many miles. Withahot snack and beveragethearcticalmost feel stame,
andthewaninghoursof daylight areopentosnowshoei ng, or mushingthedogsabout theneighborhood, or trying
your hand at skijorring—crosscountry skiing by dog power (themoredogsthegreater thethrill level ...) The
evening'smeal isnecessarily agreat oneaswesettleintoour wall tentsfor theevening, stokingthewood stove
and sharing storiesjust astheearliest explorersfor gold, fur and excitement. Stepping outsideperiodically to
experiencetheindescribabl estill nessof thearcticnight, thenorthernlightswill surely seefittogiveanappropriate
display beforedrifting off to sl eep, just possi bly with thesound of adistant wolf howling. ..

Day 4 Thepaceof our morningwill bedetermined by that of theY ukon Quest front runners, aswe
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keeptabsontheir progressby radio. Tryingtotimeour returntripupriver toEaglewiththeir arrival will dictate
whether our afternoonisasleisurely asthemorning. Travelingthegreat Y ukon, now withmoreexperienceand
assurance, we'll stopfrequently toexaminestoriestold by theanimal tracksinthesnow and someof theother
seasona phenomenathat arehardto put intowordswhen someoneasks, incredul ously, why onewoul d enjoy
winter. Dependingontheweather andtrail conditionsasaways, themusherscouldbearrivingin Eagleat any
hour, with usually severa of thefrontrunnerstraveling within afew minutesof each other, sharinginthe
trailbreaking asthey eyetheconditionsof each other'steam and pl ot strategy for thefinal push. Theofficial
checkpointisinthehistoriconeroom schoolhousejust up theroad from our cabinsandisascenethat hasto
bewitnessedtobefully appreciated. With dog teamsstaked outintheschoolyard, themusherssoak intheeasy
warmthafter hundredsof milesof brutal trail, accepting many ahel pingfromtheever full vat of chili andfixings
prepared by thelocal townspeopl e. Thoseincontentionfor thetopfinishes, quickly takecareof their dogsbefore
all else, andthen after eating, pilethemsel vesonany avail ablesurfacefor afew hoursof snoozeinattemptsto
beat back theincreasingexhaustionthat wearsonthemall. I1t'schaos, excitement, pathosandreverenceall at
thesametime. Atleast we'll beabletoenjoy afull night'ssleepback inour own cabins.

Expanded lItinerary - cont.
7-Day Yukon Quest Adventure

Day 5 Today'sactivitiesdepend onthoseof thetopmushers, andwhenthey decidetohitthetrail. Well
continueto useEagleasour base, andfollow by dog teamafew of those pushing ontoward Fairbanksasthe
racetightensandthosewithachance, executingtheir homestretch strategi es. Following thel ocationreportsof
the arriving mushers, we might head upstream toward Eagle Creek and the Canadiaborder to greet and
encouragethosenot yetto Eagleandtheir longanticipatedrest. If theconditionsandtiming arejust right, we
might possibly head back downto our campat Calico Bluff, asitisontheraceroute, though at thispoint the
frontrunnerswill bed| bus ness, rested andj ockeyingfor postionasthefinishlineinFairbanksawaits. Ourlodging
forthenight will dependonour choicefor theday, eitherintheCalico Bluff campor back in Eagleat thecabins.
Eitherway, thenorthernlightswill surely giveusanother display or makeamendsfor thepreviousevenings no
show.

Day 6 Today'stheday the" other" mushersarrive, thosethat know they haveno chanceof winning but
all hangingintherefor their own personal reasons. Somearemerely tryingto surviveand makeittothefinish,
having spent somuchtime, effort and money intrainingfor theevent they can't possibly gohometofamily and
loca sponsorswithout at least finishing. Others, mostly veteranmushersthat maybehavedonebetter inprevious
showings, viewital abitmorephilosophically andat thispoint areout toenjoy themsal ves. Theatmosphereabout
thecheckpointisvery definitely morerel axed, thosetherenow withthel eisuretochat at lengthandvisitwithloca
friendsfrompreviousQuests, or usasvisitorscuriousabout their lifestyleand motivations. Today isleisurely for
ustoo, withtimenow for snowshoeing, another jaunt by dogteam, andtovisit historicold Fort Egbert, initia ly
thearmy'snorthernmostpresenceuntil WorldWar 11, but decommissioned notlong after thegold rushesof the
early century. Theatmosphereof thegold rushand Jack L ondon permeateour wholetimeherein Eagle, down
totheevent we'rehereto experienceand thecabinswherewe'll again spendthenight.

Day 7 Today westepfromour timecapsuleandfly back to Fairbanksfor another visittotheY ukon
Quest command center andlunchdowntown, beforeour returnflightsto our respectiveworlds. Back inthe20th
century you'll probably want to keep up onthelatest progressof eachmusher, andindoing soyour mindmight
just wander tohow that whileinsomany waystheworld haschanged, insomewaysand places, it hasn't much
atall.
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Accessibility/Fitness

Thisis a participatory winter trip and though not overly strenuous, clients should be moderately physically
fitand notaverseto cold temperatures asthisis an arctic environment. Clients are provided supplementary
arctic clothing and boots, and while comfortis our overriding concern, by nature of our activities we will be
outdoors aconsiderable amount oftime, and temperature is a very definite factor. Dog mushinginthese
circumstancesis notoverly strenuous, though some ofthe optional activities such as cross country skiing
and snowshoeing can be if pursued vigorously. We will also traveling by bush plane to and from Eagle,
andthose apprehensive about small plane travel will want to take thisinto account.

Client Pre-Trip Information
7-Day Yukon Quest Adventure

Weather/Temperatures

Always a subject of greatinterestand occasionally, afew choice words. By mid February, Old Man Winter
has just begunloosening his hold onthings, but has been known to come back with agood swipe or two,
toremind us justwhy bananas don'tgrow very well here. Temperatures could be inthe uppertwenties, or,
they could be minusfifty. Mosttypical would be from fifteen belowto ten above Fahrenheit, the coldest being
during the often cloudless nights. Being well prepared s of course the key, allowing one to enjoy why winter
is actually the favorite season of many. Evenifthese temperatures seem beyond comprehension, you'll
be surprised what good equipment will do for you, though we promise that you won't win any fashion
contests. Weather is of course afactor in the flying portions of the trip, and itis advisable to allow an extra
day in Fairbanks in case of possible delays. Besides, when was the last time you had being trapped in
aremote winter cabinin Alaskaas anexcuse. . .

Clothing/Equipment

Becausethisisawintertrip and due to the fact that conditions this time of year can on occasion be severe,
personal clothing should be chosen very carefully to ensure comfort. Adventure Alaska will provide you
with the supplementary arctic outer wear to complementthe basic clothing that you probably already have,
ormightneedto supply. We provide the following: arctic coveralls (very stylish!) for the very coldestweather;
arctic pak boots for the feet; arctic mittens; and a cold weather hat. ltemsthat the clientwill need to supply
include the following:

Clothing:Twotothree changes of warm but versatile clothing are recommended (please refertoluggage
restrictionsinaseparate section) which can be layeredifneeded. Thisis atime to throw thoughts of fashion
tothe wind and consider above all else, the function of eachitem. Besides, if your stylish inthe Bush inwinter,
you'll stick out like asore (and cold!) thumb. Relatively loose clothing is warmer than skin tight, with wool
or polypropylene pile pants and sweatersideal. Long underwear (can be purchased in Fairbanks if coming
fromawarmer clime) should be of medium weight and preferably polypropylene. Several pairs (to allow
forchanges) of heavy wool and/or polypro socks will help keep your feet happy, and work bestiflayered.
Outerwear: Agood, warmwinter jacketis a must, with down and some of the synthetics having the best
warmth-to-weightratio. This, coupled with sweaters or pullovers and other clothing, should be sufficientand
allow needed flexibility for most of our activities, with the coveralls handy for those times whenitis colder
orwe are inactive. Amediumweight hat or stocking cap that covers the earsisa mustas well as a pair or
two of medium weight gloves; an additional scarfis also preferred by many.

Footwear: Sorel-style arctic pak boots are provided for each participant if needed for our outdoor
activities (please specify men's shoe size inadvance). If you already have your own they probably fit well
and you should consider bringing them. Those subjectto chronically cold feet might wantto consider a
supply of the disposable chemical heat packets sold at many sporting goods stores. Footwear forindoors
andtravel should be comfortable and warm, many preferring to throw in an additional pair of down booties
tolounge aroundin.
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Client Pre-Trip Information - cont.

7-Day Yukon Quest Adventure

ALASKA

Sleeping "Equipment": Most preferto sleep in theirlong underwear as opposed to pajamas (afterall,
you wantto dress the part). We will be in sleeping bags (provided) at the remote camp as well asin the
cabins, thoughinbeds atthe cabins.

Miscellaneous: Personaltoiletries (toothbrush, soap, etc.); small flashlight; water bottle (quart); sunglasses
(UV cutting); camera, any prescription or nonprescription drugs that you might need.

Luggage

Suitcases: Willbe fine for travel to and from Anchorage but gear will need to be transferred to soft-sided
bags or duffel bags for the actual trip. As dog sleds and small airplanes have limited space, total amount
of personal gear for the trip should notfill more than approximately two standard grocery sacks (four cubic
feet); suitcases, extra clothing, etc., can be storedin Fairbanks during the trip.

Accommodations

Accommodations: Include aremote walltentcamp (designed for winter), abed & breakfastin Fairbanks,
andthe historic log cabinsin Eagle. The bed & breakfastis set up for double occupancy but the remote
sites will necessitate more of a "slumber party" approach, flexibility being the rule inthe Bush. Bathroom
facilities at the remote locations are "rustic”, of the tried and true, non-running water type (part of the
experience!).

Legal Requirements

Insurance: Health: Adventure Alaska cannotrequire participants to provide proof of insurance butitis
more than strongly recommended to retain and review your personal policy; NOTE: Adventure Alaska
cannot be expected to and will not assume payment liability for medical care or treatment of any kind.
Traveler's: Itislikewise strongly urgedto carry traveler'sinsurance in case you have to cancel or cut short
your trip for any reason; lose or damage your equipment, etc.,—contact your travel agent for details.

Pre/Post-Trip Lodging

Many types are available in Anchorage or Fairbanks as are independant extensions after the trip. Please
advise us wellinadvance sothatwe are able to guarantee suitable accommodations. Do remember that
the bush plane flightto and from Eagle is dependant on the vagaries of weather —at least a day should be
leftopen atthe end ofthe trip before unchangeable travel arrangements.

Suggested Reading

The Far Northis astory teller's dream of history, wildness, and people. Each client's appreciation will be
immeasurably heightened by gaining some background beforehand of Alaska and dog mushing in
general. A wide selection of books and information is available from Alaska Geographic: 810 E 9th Ave,
Anchorage, AK 99501; (866) 257-2757; www.alaskageographic.org




