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info@AdventureAlaskaTours.com

INTRODUCTION

Alaskacalls many peoplefor many reasons, but most comein search of awildnessnot found elsewhere, asthe
natural world heredominatesall. Great numberstry totasteitin cursory fashionfromthedeck of acruiseship, while
othersknow, that to truly experience apristine wilderness, one must beimmersed init. Our National Parksarethe
best our country hasto offer, and the two featured in this special adventure are among the most magnificent of the
planet. Denali isawilderness of uniqueness known far and wide, from the great mountain itself to the expansive
alpinevistasthat best allow witnessof itswildinhabitantsof bear, moose, caribou and wolves. We'll camptwo nights
inour ownlittlespot with viewsof, "TheMountain” (should it deignto show!), with afull day into the center of the
park and several hikesto savor its singular nature. From here we cross the haunting Denali Highway to lodge in
cabins at Meier's Lake before heading to the heart of our largest National Park, Wrangell-St. Elias. Situated just
outside of the "ghost town" of McCarthy, our wonderfully private island camp is overlooked by the grest glacial
icefalls, with McCarthy Creek flowing just in front of the tents. Here for two nights, we'll wander the abandoned
townand mineof Kennicott and onto thefaceof theRoot Glacier tomarvel at thisexquisiteenvironment. Tobalance
thelandlubbingsofar, nextit'soff toVa dez over Thompson PasstolodgeinaB & B, beforecrossing PrinceWilliam
Sound the next day (more darned glaciers) by ferry. Arriving in Whittier for amountain tunnel passage back to
Anchorage allows oneto reflect on the depth and breadth of the worldsjust experienced. It'sonly seven days, but
it'salifetime of memories.

ABBREVIATED AGENDA

Day 1 Anchorage-Denali: travel north towards Denali National Park; afternoon hikein
the AlaskaRangenear Denali State Park; private camp overlooking Jack River; evening tundra
explorationalongriver

Day 2 Denali National Park: full day natural history and wildlife tour into the center of
the park; late afternoon hike in the neighborhood; back to Jack River camp

Day 3 Denali - Paxson: traverse spectacular Denali Highway (gravel); hike alpineridge
of Maclaren Summit; hiketo GulkanaGlacier (swinging bridge!); overnight Paxson Inn

Day 4 Paxson-McCarthy: leave AlaskaRange and head to the heart of Wrangell-St. Elias
National Park; cross Kennicott River to reach private riverside camp; PM hike over glacial
terminal moraine; explore McCarthy

Day 5 McCarthy - Kennicott: van ride four milesto abandoned town/mine of Kennicott;
exploration; hiketotheRoot Glacier and ontoface; lunchonglacier; dinnerinMcCarthy; evening
hike w/flightseeing optl.; river camp

Day 6 McCarthy-Valdez: morningopenfor hiking or just plain relaxation, or, conditions
permitting, optional flightseeing or river rafting; late afternoon park departure to cross apine
beauty of Thompson Pass, descending to Valdez on Prince William Sound; overnight B & B

Day 7 Valdez- Whittier - Anchorage: board ferry for incomparably scenic trip across
PrinceWilliam Soundfor: mountains, marinelife, andyes, moreglaciers; arriveWhittier for trip
through mountain tunnels (Americas longest); Seward Highway hugging Turnagain Arm to
return to Anchorage

7 Day / 6 Night

$1885/person ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
2011 Tour Dates Code Trip cost includes al modes of transportation, lodging, meals, equipment and guiding. Additional
June 12 - June 18 7P1 information and a suggested personal equipment list sent upon deposit. Accommodations range from
June 27 - Jlv 3 7p2 semi-deluxe to rustic. When camping, al group gear is provided, with two persons to a tent, and a
v 13 - J Iy 19 7p3 full length sleeping pad included. Moderate physical fitness is desirable as this is wilderness trip with
JEI)); o - lez 3 Soa hiking and outdoor activities, though it is not overly strenuous. Alcoholic beverages and gratuities

to the guide not included. Group size is limited to eight persons.
Aug 7 - Aug 13 7P5



advertne
ALASKA

Day 1 Theadventurebeginsat 8AM, meeting in downtown Anchorage at your previously arranged hotel or
B&B. From herewe'll head northward with aquick stop in Wasillaat the headquartersfor the 1000 mile
Iditarod Sled Dog Race. Thedisplaysand short video heregiveagood insight into dog mushingingeneral, as
well asthelifestyleand the commitment it takesto train for and run thelditarod itself. Pushing northward
towards the beacon of North America's highest peak Denali (also still referred to asMt. McKinley), well enter
into the great Alaska Range of mountains which serves asthe divide between the vast drainages of the Y ukon
tothenorth and the Matanuska-SusitnaRiversto the south. Thelocation of our hikethisafternoonwill depend
upon recent weather and trail conditions, but will certainly feature somewonderful scenery and the possibility of
coming acrosswildlife such asmoose or caribou. Our alpine camp for the next two nightsisaprivate oneon a
bluff overlooking Jack River, with The Great One, Denali, hopefully deigningtofill our tents doors. ..

Expanded Itinerary
7-Day National Park Adventure

Day 2 Inthemorningwe'll drivethelast 30 miles northward to the entrance of Denali National Park. A stop
at the Visitor's Center will better acquaint uswith Denali, and it ishere that we will board aPark Service busto
travel intothe Park, asthevast interior isclosed to private vehicles. Theroundtripisafull day, and
opportunities are some of the best anywhere for wildlife viewing. And then there'sthe scenery . . . chancesare
very goodto seebears, caribou, moose, and possibly evenwolves. Photographic possibilitiesareexcellent, as
the buswill stop at any desired location at the group's request. In the late afternoon when we exit the Park, our
legswill most likely demand astretch and avariety of trailsawait. Should the weather be cooperating, another
highly recommended optionisflightseeing fromanearby airstrip (cost approx. $200-275/person). It'satruly
indescribable experienceto witnessthe stark and formidabl e higher el evationsfromthisperspective--andif
"TheMountain" is"out", then there'sjust no question. It'sthen back to our camp for dinner and an evening
tundraexploration.

Day 3 After breakfast we'll pack up and turn east to cross the spectacular Denali Highway. It isa 135 mile
gravel road acrosswidevalleys, alpinetundraand haunting scenery that isopen only in the summer monthsand
theonly road throughthisremotearea. Crossingglacial river andlakecountry, wildlifeviewingopportunities
aboundinthislargestretch of wildernessinhabited year-round only by the occasional trapper and wilderness
hermit. We'll stop aong theway at acoupl e of the unique establishmentsto minglewith some of thelocals.
After crossing thebeautiful Maclaren River wewill gradually climb upto Maclaren Summit (elev. 4082 ft), the
second highest point on Alaska'sroad system. Herewe will leave the van for agreat ramble abovetreeline,
walking northtowardstheimpressive Maclaren Glacier and mountainsof the AlaskaRange. Thisa pinetundra
hikeisspectacular, allowingfor expansiveviewsin all directions. Numerouskettlelakesdot thelandscapeand
thepossibility of seeing migrating caribouisgood. After reaching Paxson, wewill turn north ontheRichardson
Highway and depart the road to reach the base of theimposing Gulkana Glacier for aquick hike acrossa
swinging bridgeand onto theglacier'sterminal moraine. A few milessouthwe'll find our dinner, and evening's
lodging inthe comfortable roomsof the Paxson Inn & Lodge.

Day 4 TheRichardsonHighway, followingtheoldValdez-Eagletrail, |eadsussouthward through Glennallen
totheVisitor Center of our nation'slargest National Park, Wrangell-St. Elias. Anundevel oped jewel , the Park
coupled with the adjoining Kluane National Park of Canada, isthelargest piece of protected wildernessonthe
planet. Wel'l pick up aone-lane abandoned railroad grade at the confluence of the Copper and ChitinaRivers,
that leads us 60 milesinto the center of the Park and the near ghost towns of McCarthy and Kennicott. The
road endsat the K ennicott River, with public accessto McCarthy limited to afootbridge. Wethough, will utilize
aprivate vehiclebridgeto access our own privatefacility on theisland between the Kennicott River and
McCarthy Creek. It'struly afantastic spot with viewsin all directions, from thetoweringicefallsup high, tothe
glacial creek tumbling just out front. Legsand palateswill no doubt demand ashort walk to thetiny ghost town
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of McCarthy (possi bly wetting whistlesat theuniquetavern/watering hol €) followed by an"untrailed" hike
over theglacial moraine below where the Kennicott and Root glaciersjoin. It'san eery landscape seemingly of
another planet, and darned beautiful. Working our way back along onefork of the Kennicott river tothe
confluence with McCarthy Creek, leads us back to camp for dinner and surely an evening fireontheriver
gravel bar.

Expanded lItinerary - cont.
7-Day National Park Adventure

Day 5 A post breakfast van trip up the remainder of the road four milesto the abandoned company town
of Kennicott overlookingitsglacier namesake, allowsan almost unbelievableexploration of anentiretown
sitting much the way it was when the mines closed in 1938. The Park Service has been busy for the last
several years, renovating, shoring and adding interpretive displaysto the historic buildings, aswell asthe
incredible14-story mill buildingitself. Kennicottistruly aghost townwithout equal, withitsremoteness
dictating that many thingswerenot worth transporting out, coupled with afortunatelack of vandalism. Well
continue onward by foot paralleling the glacial moraineto reach theface of the Root Glacier itself, and if time
allows, beyond. It truly isanother world. Heading back down, possibly by the manual method alongtheold
Wagon Road, brings us back to McCarthy. The contrast between the two townsis now very apparent, with
K ennicott the regimented company town, and M cCarthy, the nearby freewheeling outlet for all of thethose
lonely miners. .. Another evening creeksidefirewith viewsall about isdefinitely inorder.

Day 6 Today feelsabit moreleisurely, with the morning open to explore such optionsfantastic flightseeing,
hiking (cost approx. $150-200/person), hiking or just plainrelaxing. Intheafternoonwel'll reluctantly beonour
way, winding out of the park and back to pavement for the beautiful trip to Vadez, up and over the Chugach
Range. Crossing Thompson Pass, we descend to follow to the ocean, thelong impenetrable K eystone Canyon,
whose shear cliff wallskept theroute from even being discovered for many years. Valdez, situated in beautiful
surroundings, feelsabit different than many of the old Alaskaplaceswe've seen, inthat it was"moved" after
thenear compl etedevastation of itsformer, geol ogically unstabl el ocation during the great 1964 earthquake
(9.2Richter!). Thoughtheurban planning "grid" ideal sof themid-60'sisquiteapparent, all'syouhavetodois
turnin any direction to see the mountains meeting the sea. Dinner will be onthetowninValdez, with bed &
breakfast accommodationsnearby.

Day 7 Thismorningwewill board the state ferry for the beautiful trip across Prince William Sound. It'sa
wonderful contrast to all of theland lubbing we've been doing so far, and we should see many local creatures
including murres, puffins, and seaotters, with agood chance of humpback and maybe even orcasor killer
whales, asweweave amongst the many islands of the Sound before reaching Whittier. Herewewill climb
back into our van and drive 2.5 milesthrough the Whittier Tunnel, thelongest highway tunnel andtheonly one
combining both rail and vehicleusein North America, connecting Whittier with theroad system at the site of
the'64 earthquake-destroyed community of Portage. From herewewill turn northwest, following the shores of
Turnagain Arm, keeping an eye out for thelocal phenomenon of the"boretide", aresult of the Arm's
tremendoustidal range. Stoppingto visit thefunky resort town of Girdwood showseven another Alaska, with
ahikethrough therain forest (yes, rainforest). From hereit's not too long of adrive back to an Alaskathat
now seemsforeignly raucous and popul ated, Anchorage. From what probably seemed likeasmall city at the
beginning of thetrip now feelslikeagiant one, with thewildsand solitude of thelast daysleaving aquiet
legacy with which to head to our respective homes. (A glance at the map though, reinforces just how much of
the state remains, as your vow to return forms. . .)
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Accessibility/Fitness
This is in great part a wilderness trip and while no particular skills are needed for any portion, a prerequisite for
personal enjoyment as well as the ability of the group as a whole to proceed without hindrance, is a moderate level
of physical conditioning. This does not mean brute strength or endurance but simply the ability to hike for up to four
hours over uneven ground (with breaks) in possibly inclement weather. A suggested minimum level of conditioning
would be several hours of steady walking a day in the weeks before the trip. We will also be sleeping in tents for
four nights, two nights in a row at both locations.

Clothing/Equipment

While all group equipment is provided, this is an outdoor trip and personal gear should be chosen carefully (see
separate packing list). The weather we might encounter could range from temperatures in the low thirties to the mid
eighties, with rain of course always a possibility. This variety would suggest being prepared for the coldest to ensure
comfort at all times, with multiple layers of versatile colothing the best approach. Clothing: Three to four changes
of lightweight clothing are recommended which can be layered on cooler evenings. For outerwear, a sweater or
pullover is perfect with the best being made of polypropylene pile (fleece) accompanied by a light jacket or vest.
A high quality, two piece rainsuit is necessary which can also be used as a windbreaker or outer shell and should
include a hood or else a rain hat. A hat is also ideal for the sun, with some also preferring an additional light stocking
cap and gloves. Footwear should be suitable for the intended hiking, fairly lightweight and comfortable - this is not
a time to break in new boots! Sleeping Bag: Should be comfortable to thirty degrees to ensure warmth if it gets
damp, with mummy styles recommended. (NOTE: Clean, appropriate sleeping bags can also be rented from
Adventure Alaska for a fee of $30 for the trip - please indicate in advance if needed). A very comfortable full -length
ThermaRest sleeping pad is provided, that with another gizmo, doubles as a wonderful camp chair. A daypack
enough to hold a jacket, camera, water bottle, lunch is also necessary.

Luggage
Soft-sided luggage, duffles or travel packs are best. Total amount of personal gear for the trip including sleeping
bag, should not exceed fifty pounds and should be manageable. Extra luggage can usually be stored in Anchorage
during the trip if necessary. While this is not a backpacking trip, you will need to be able to carry your gear a short
ways (up to 50 yards), as these are wilderness camps.

Accommodations/Meals

Accommodations: Include a roadhouse/lodge and a bed & breakfast, both with private baths, as well as four
nights camping. The lodge and B&B are set up for double occupancy while camps are of course camps. Camping
will be with two persons to a tent designed for three. Both of the camps are our own, and do feature dining shelters,
outhouses, and other amenities. Meals: Some of the meals will be in established facilities, sometimes with a limited
menu. While in camp, due to the nature of wilderness travel, choice will often be limited to a single entree with choice
of side dishes. We make no pretense toward gourmet cuisine, though all meals are hearty and cookbook-worthy!
Special dietary needs cannot always be met, though vegetarianism is not a problem. Let us know if you have any
special or medical dietary requirements and we'll be happy to discuss the options. Alcoholic beverages are not
included.

Pre/Post-Trip Lodging/Trip Addons

Many types of lodging are available in Anchorage as are independent extensions before or after your trip with us.
Facilities fill up very early during the summer season. Please advise us of your interests well in advance so that
we are able to guarantee suitable accommodations. If you need suggestions for other things to do, just let us know.

Miscellaneous

Money: Though most everything is included in the overall price, purchases for souvenirs, alcoholic beverages
etc, can be made with either cash, traveler's checks in US Dollars, or, accepted in most places but not all, credit
card. Gratuities to your guide not included. Traveler's Insurance: is strongly recommended, as the season
is very short and our cancellation policy is necessarily quite strict. Ask us for recommendations. Emergencies:
A trip list of the individual accommodation addresses and emergency phone numbers with the specific dates when
you will be there is sent prior to trip departure. As some places are quite remote, the best way to be reached while
on the trip, is through the Adventure Alaska office in Hope. Smoking is not permitted in the vans and nearly all lodging
facilities in Alaska are non-smoking. Cell phone use is strongly discouraged in the van.

Suggested Reading
Each client's appreciation will be immeasurably heightened by gaining some background beforehand of Alaska
and the areas of our travels. A wide selection of books and information is available from Alaska Geographic: 810
E 9th Ave, Anchorage, AK 99501; (866) 257-2757; www.alaskageographic.org and also from our local bookseller,
Title Wave Books, in Anchorage - www.wavebooks.com; 907-278-9283

Client Pre-Trip Information
7-Day National Park Adventure




