sdverntine
ALASKA

Kenal Explorer Tour - Extended

P.O. Box 64 Hope, Alaska 99605
(907)782-3730  800-365-7057 Fax (907)782-3725

info@AdventureAlaskaTours.com

INTRODUCTION

Withwildnessranging fromtheicefiel dsthat feed tidewater glaciers, tothebountiful wildlifeof thecountlesscoastal
estuariesand therugged mountainsin between, thefamousK enai Peninsulaisawonderful capsuleof many, "Alaskas".
Thissix day tour offerstheK enai atitsbest, withadelightful andleisurely variety of contrastsincludingovernight stays:
onawildernessisland, in acoastal village inaccessible by road and an historic end-of -the-road mountain town.

Westart by following along Turnagain Armandthroughthe mountai nsto reach Seward at thehead of Resurrection
Bay, headingfromhereby boat out to cozy cabinsonFox | sland. Thenext day weexpl orethespectacular marineworld
of theKenai FjordsNational Park and Chiswell IandsWildlife Refuge, lingering off theface of the calving Holgate
Glacier. From Seward wetravel the Kenai M ountainsto the scenic gold rush community of Hope, overnightinginlog
cabinsontheedgeof rushing Bear Creek. Onthethird day theroad leadsal ong Cook | nlet and thetowering vol canoes
of theAlaskaRangetoexploreand overnightindelightful Homer. Thenext morningwemakeit totheend of theHomer
"Spit" for the boat trip across Kachemak Bay to the secluded fishing village of Seldoviaand our waterfront bed and
breakfast. On Day 5, we cross the bay by air taxi, before heading back to quiet Hope and the creekside cabins. Day
6 weround Turnagain Arm and stop in Girdwood and the famous resort of Alyeska, before returning to Anchorage
inthe afternoon. If timeissomewhat limited, or you'relooking to add some authentic Alaskato your existing plans,
thisspecial tour carefully skirtsthe crowdsand promi sesan unencumbered and wild tranquility guaranteed to satisfy.

ABBREVIATED AGENDA

Day 1  Anchorage-Seward: travel south along edge of Turnagain Arm and
Chugach Mountains; arrive Seward and board boat for short trip to Fox Island
Wilderness L odge at the mouth of the Bay; salmon bakelunch; optional afternoon
ranger-led hike; beachcombing; overnight cabins; optional guided sea kayaking
Day 2 Seward-Hope: depart Fox Island by boat for tripto spectacular Kenai Fjords
National Park; Chiswell IslandsWildlifeRefugeand stunning Aialik Bay withthree
tidewater glaciers; return Seward, visit AlaskaSealife Center; Kenai Mountainsto
end-of-the-road gold rush town of Hope; overnight creekside log cabins

Day 3 Hope-Homer: Follow Kenai River through Cooper Landing, Soldotna;
skirt edgeof Cook Inlet withimpressivevol canoesliningtheother side; visit Alaska
Islands & Oceans Center; walk Bishop's Beach; Pratt Musuem; bay view lodging

Day 4 Homer - Seldovia: Travel totheend of the Homer " Spit" to board boat to
cross Kachemak Bay to the quaint fishing village Seldovia with tour enroute;
afternoon expl oration of town, museums, or optional hike; overnight waterfrontinn

Day 5 Seldovia- Hope: morning exploration of Seldoviaand optional walk on
"Otterbahn" trail; late morning return to Homer by air taxi (beautiful views!);
overnight in the creekside log cabinsin Hope

6 Day / 5 Night Day 6 Hope-Anchorage: Museum tour; optional gold panninginstruction by
local gold miner; stop at Portage Visitor Center, world class ski resort town of
$2325/person Girdwood and northernmost rainforest; return to Anchorage in the afternoon
Note: This tour can be combined with the Alaska & Yukon Explorer

2012 Tour Dates Code Tour for a truly comprehensive Alaskan experience.
June 18 - June 23 6kl ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
July 10 - July 15 6K2
July 18 - Jduly 23 6K3 Trip cost includes all modes of transportation, meals, lodging and guiding. Accommodations range
July 30 - Aug 4 6K 4 from semi-deluxe to log cabins, with shared bath the only option at some destinations. Physical
Aug 15 - Aug 20 6K5 fitness is not a prerequisite, though some walking is involved. A moderate level of fitness will add
Aug 28 - Sept 2 6K6 greatly to the overall enjoyment of the trip with several short optional hikes. Alcoholic beverages

and gratuities to guides not included. Additional information and a suggested personal packing list
sent upon deposit, and are also available on the website. Group size is limited to eight persons.
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Day 1 Ourexplorationbeginsat 8AM, meetingindowntownAnchorageat previoudy arranged|ocations.
Dispatchingquickly with Alaskaslargest city, well headfor moretranquil local es, turning southandhuggingthe
shoreof Turnagain ArmwheretheChugach M ountainsmeet thesea. Risingupover TurnagainPassintheK enai
Mountainswe'll then descend toward the Gulf of Alaskaand the scenic town of Seward, situated at the
uppermost reachesof Resurrection Bay. A deepwater port that remainsice-freeall year, Seward wasoneof
theearlier Alaskan settlements, servingthemining andvarioustradesof thel nterior, asthesouthernterminusof
thestate'ssinglerail line. Surrounded by mountai nsthescenei squiteimpressive, withthequai nt downtownnearly
atwater'sedge. Itisherethat wewill board our boat for theshort rideacrossResurrection Bay tolittleFox Idland
anditsnamesakewildernesslodge, disembarkingfor atruly uniqueovernight experience. A delicioussalmon
bakelunchawaitsus, withtheafternoon openfor awondroushikethroughtheid and'slush spruceand heml ock
forest, or optional seakayakingwithall thegear and guideincluded (approx $100/person). After agourmet
dinner, aleisurely beachwalk isinorder, beforesettlingintoour cozy cabinsoverlookingthebay. It'sapristine
spot, andyoumay justwanttositandtakeitall in.

Expanded lItinerary
6-Day Kenai ExplorerTour

Day 2 Afterbreskfastweleaveouridand homeandheadfarther afield; aroundthepoint andintotheChiswell
IslandsWildlifeRefuge, dliding betweentherocky islandsthat arehometoanincrediblevariety of marine
mammal sand seabirds. Reaching Kenal FjordsNational Park, inaccessibleby road, we'll headinto Aialik Bay
andlinger off thefaceof acal ving glacier for anotherworl dly experience. Well cruiseright uptotherugged coastal
diffs, providingwonderful opportunitiesfor viewingmurres, puffins, harbor sed s, and sealions, withthestretches
inbetween awayshol ding promi seof porpoi ses, seaotters, humpback whal esand maybeevenorcas. Upon
our mid-afternoonarriva backinSeward, wewill visittheworldclassAlaskaSed ifeCenter, tolearnmoreabout
andview upcloseand personal, thevariety of wildlifefoundinthearea. Thenwell head back uptheroadthrough
theK enai M ountai nstotheend of theroad andtheddightful littletown of Hopeontheshoresof TurnagainArm.
Oneof theoldest gold rushcommunitiesin Alaska, Hopeboasted threethousand soul slong beforeAnchorage
existed. Asgoldrushespasssodid many of thepeopl e, with now about two hundred folksinthecommunity.
Itsuniqueatmosphereisquitepal pable, inthemany | og cabins, thelog Socia Hall, theoneroom school house
andcertainly inthelocal folk that havechosentocall it home. It'sapieceof Alaskamany haveinmindbefore
they come. We'll lodgefor thenightinDiscovery Cabinsontheedgeof rushing Bear Creek.

Day 3 Afterbreakfastwell pick uptheSterling Highway toward Homer. Enroutewell follow thebeautiful
(andquitefamousfor salmon) K enai River through Cooper Landing, wherebal d eagles quitefrequently gather
toscour for leftover fish. We'll passthrough Sol dotna, and stop at thehistori c center of old K enai, wherethere
wasany early Russian settlement prior to Alaska'ssal e. Skirting theeastern sideof Cook Inlet, thetowering
volcanoesof |liamna, Redoubt, Spur, and AugustineframetheAlaskaRangeontheoppositeside. Welll drive
downtothewater'sedgeand catchtheuniquefishery of Deegp Creek, beforevisitingthephotogenicold Russian
Orthodox Churchnearby. Situated ontheprominent bluff abovetheoldnativevillageof Ninilchik, thelightin
thechurchbelfry long served asabeaconfor vessel son Cook I nlet, inthedaysbefore GPS. Theviewsarequite
regal inany direction. Passingthrough Anchor Point, themost western point onthenation'sroad system, we
arriveat thelookout above Homer, needing no explanation astowhy thisisafavoritedestination of many
Alaskans. Glaciersandmountainsrimthefar view, withHomer bel ow, and beautiful Kachemak Bay inbetween.
Well headtothewonderful | dandsand OceansCenter for afascinatinglook at theuniquenessof thisarea, and
insghtintothethousandsof milesof extremewildernessof theAleutian Chain. Just out back isBishop'sBeach,
beggingforabeach combingstroll. Homer haslongbeenknownasanarti st'scommunity andwanderingthemain
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streetyieldsseveral funky emporiumsthat provejustwhy. Later we'll visit theecl ectic Pratt Museum, gaining
furtherinsightintoboththearea'searly history and chaptersmorerecent --namely theExxon Vadez Oil Spill.
Dinnerwill beat alocal ingtitution, whosedecor and cuisineisbetter experiencedthanexplained. Lodgingwill
bejust bel ow our former | ookout, withamagnificent panoramathat might just begfor alonglinger beforebedding
down.

Expanded lItinerary - cont.
6-Day Kenai ExplorerTour

Day 4 Arrivingat theend of theHomer Spit mid-morning, we'll pokearound abit beforeboarding theboat
tocrossthepicturesqueBay. Withthenearby mountainsand glaciersontheother sideof thebay andtheAlaska
Rangeacrossthemouthof Cook I nlet, itistruly abeautiful mix of geography. Aimingtowardthemouth of the
Bay, our captainwill circleGull Iland and afew othersenrouteto our destination, giving great explanationto
thesightsbeforeus. Early afternoonfindsusonthedock intheuni quecommunity of Seldovia, inaccessibleby
road. Originally andtill afishingvillage, thenamecomesfromtheRussianwordfor salted herring, asthisfish
wasthereasonfor itsexistence, prior tothepurchaseof Alaskain 1867. Seldoviaisa soaplaceof refugefor
artistsandthosel ookingfor alittlel essaccessandthepaceof lifethat it brings. It'saspecid littletowntowander,
withthegreat Sitkaspruceforestsunlikeany other we'veseen, starting at theend of almost every street. A good
stroll isinorder downthehistoricboardwalk, vestigeof thepre-earthquakevitality of Seldovia, beforedinner
attheawaysexcellent Tidepool Cafe. Our lodgingforthenightisinthewaterfront Boardwalk Innoverlooking
theboat harbor, where seaottersareafrequent sight.

Day 5 Themorningisasleisurely asit shouldbe, withtimetofurther exploretown or just watchthetide
comeinouttheback door. Thosel ookingtostretchtheir legsmight try the™ Otterbahn™, agreet littletrail starting
by theschool that weavesthroughtal | grassand sprucethi cketstoend at theocean for anunlimited opportunity
tostroll or beachcomb. We'll then headtothenearby airstripto catch our air taxi quick hop back acrossthe
bay toHomer. Fromabovetheperspectiveispriceless. [t'salmost hardtoget back inavehicleagain, butwell
still havetimeto peruseabit moreof thistownthat drawssomany for itsbeauty. L unchwill beinalocal eatery.
WEe'l know theway back north by now, soHopewill seemlikehomewhenweget back to our snuglog cabins.
A barbecueisplanned onthedeck of thelodge, withacreeks decampfireanapt possibility afterwards. Or, there
might bethosethat prefer tohead " downtown", to Main Street that endsintheocean, and the Seaview Bar that
isoftenacolorful mix of visitors, locals, and gold minersstill ekinganincomefromthecreeks. Themusicisoften
phenomenal too.

Day 6 Afterbreakfast, wemighttry our luck at optional gold panningwith somelocal minersinstructing,
whileotherswander thehi storicdisplaysof themuseumnext door. Heading out of Hope, well stopat thePortage
Visitor Center ontheway tothesmall town of Girdwood, homeof theworld-classAlyeskaSki Resort Situated
hereduetoamuchhigher level of precipitationthaneventheadjacentvalleys. Itisamicroclimatethat givesrise
toatemperaterainforest (yes, rainforest) withfloracompl etely differentfromHope, just acoupledozenmiles
away. L ushfernsand undergrowthal ongwithlargesprucetreesaredominate. Somemight wanttoexplorethis
environmentdirectly, followingthetrail upWinner Creek toitsbeautiful littlegorge, whileothersmight optto
takethetramtothetop of Mt. Alyeskafor acommandingview. It might bealatelunchbut worthit at theBake
Shopuponreturn. TheSewardHighway hugstheedgeof TurnagainArmandwejust might havetostopat Beluga
Pointtoseeif any of thecreaturesfor whichit takesitsname, might makean appearance. Andthenit'sonback
to Anchorageinthelateafternoon, each of usprobably just abit different thanwhenweleft, and mostlikely
figuringout justwhenwecanreturn. TheK enai issomeof thebest of Alaska, but thentherearestill many other
Alaskasthatremain. ..
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Accessibility/Fitness

Thistripdoesnotrequire ahighlevel offitness. Itisthough, anitinerary that spends a considerable amount
oftime outdoorsinapotentiallyinclementenvironment, travelingin boats and small aircraft, and soasense
ofadventure and flexibility are amust. Atleastamoderate level offitnessis certainly desirable, asnotto
preclude the many optionsthat can add tremendously to the overall experience, suchasthe shorthikes.

Client Pre-Trip Information
6-Day Kenai Explorer Tour

Accommodations/Dining

Ourlodgingrangesfromlog cabinstolodgesto bed & breakfasts, with private bath facilities unavailable
atseveral ofthelocations. Allare very comfortable and are chosen for their uniqueness and charm. Dining
isinlocal restaurants, sometimeswith alimited menu. Alcohol notincluded. Please letus know beforehand
ifyou have any special dietary restrictions. Allmeals from lunch on Day 1 through lunch on Day 6 are
included.

Luggage/Clothing

No specialized equipmentis needed beyond your personal clothing (see separate Trip Packing List).
Clothing should be comfortable, limited tothree or four changesforthe trip, and whenlayered be warmto
40degrees Fahrenheit. Dress at our destinations andinthe Northingeneral, varies fromthe very casual
tothe extremely so. Footwear must of course be comfortable and designed forwalking. Raingearis
essential. All clothing and personalitems are limited in volume to no more than amanageable medium-
sized soft-sided suitcase or duffle bag. Ourvans have very limited luggage space, so please pack
prudently. Extraitems/luggage canusually be leftin Anchorage during the trip. PLEASENOTE: OnDay
1, youwillneedto pack asmaller bag (daypack) for the one night at Fox Island, as the boatto and from
thelodge hasverylimited space. Extraluggage will be storedinthe van. A small daypack also works well
inthe vanfor cameras, water bottle, and miscellaneous items, as well as for hikes.

Pre/Post-Trip Lodqging/Trip Addons

Many types oflodging are available in Anchorage as are independent extensions before or afterthe trip.
Facilitiesfillup very early during the summer season. Please advise us of your interests wellinadvance
sothatwe are ableto guarantee suitable accommodations. Ifyou need suggestions for other thingsto do,
justletusknow.

Miscellaneous

Purchasescanbe madewith cash, traveler's checks and often (butnotalways) creditcards. TRAVELERS
INSURANCE is strongly recommended, as the season s very shortand our cancellation policy is
necessarily quite strict. EMERGENCIES: Alistoflodging/contactsis sentupon confirmation, thoughthe
bestwaytobereachedisthroughthe Adventure Alaskaoffice in Hope. Smokingis hot permittedinthe vans
and nearly alllodging facilities in Alaska are non-smoking. Cell phones are strongly discouragedinthe
van. Gratuitiesto your guide notincluded.

Suggested Reading

Eachclient'sappreciation will be immeasurably heightened by gaining some background beforehand of
Alaska and the areas of our travels. A wide selection of books and information is available from Alaska
Geographic: 810 E 9th Ave, Anchorage, AK 99501; (866) 257-2757; www.alaskageographic.org and also
from our local bookseller, Title Wave Books, in Anchorage - www.wavebooks.com; 907-278-9283




