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Alaska Highlights Tour

P.O. Box 64 Hope, Alaska 99605
(907)782-3730  800-365-7057 Fax (907)782-3725

info@AdventureAlaskaTours.com

INTRODUCTION

Theimmengty of theL ast Frontier startlesmost, and notinfrequently eventheres dents. Nomatter thelength
of stay, thespectacul ar variety of Alaskacan bedifficult tograsp, andthat'sthepurposeof thistour --togivea
fantasticoverviewinadigestibletimeframe.

Fromtheiconicwondersof Denali Nationa Park, tosteaminghot springs, tothehaunting maritimeworl d of
PrinceWilliam Sound, thisuniquetour offersatruesampl eof why thisstateisal sooneof mind. Withtwodays
toexperienceDendli, it'sontothevast I nterior andtheGoldenHeart City of Fairbanks, withanovernight atthe
famousChenaHot SpringsResort. Fromtheretheroutefollowsthehistorictrail toVal dez, traversingthespine
of theAlaskaRangethrough| sabel Passand acrosstheCopper River Basintothecoast. FromValdezwecross
theinlandseapast glacia fjordstoWhittier tomeet theroad systemagain, andtravel thelongesttunnel inNorth
America, sharedwithtrains(--alternatingly!).

Alaskacantakealifetimetodiscover, but youhavetostart somewhere. Thisisatripthat will |leaveeven
veteransof numerousvisits, wonderingjustwhat € sethey missed. Asanywhereunique, it'sthequdity of thevisit
that di stingui shesbetween deep sati sfaction, or, avaguefed ing otherwise. Only you candecide.

ABBREVIATED AGENDA

Day 1 Anchorage-Denali National Park; depart AM towardsPark; visit quaint
Talkeetna, Mt. McKinley flightseeingavailable; Park Visitor Center andintrovisit;
overnight at Healy White Moose L odge

Day 2 DenaliNational Park; all day natural history/wildlifetour toheart of Park
(hopefully TheMountainisout. . .); optional hike near Park entrance; flightseeing
or rafting option; White Moose Lodge

Day 3 Denali-Fairbanks: visit historic town of Nenana; excellent University
of Alaska Museum; Fairbanks city center; overnight magnificent Chena Hot
Springs Resort, both covered indoor and open air, outdoor pools (spatime!)

Day 4 Fairbanks-AlaskaRange: returntoFairbankstovisit Pioneer Park and
sternwheeler Nenana; historic Rika's Roadhouse stop enroute to Delta Junction;
overnight at the wonderful timberframe Black Rapids Lodge, adjacent to historic
roadhouse and glacier of the same name.

Day 5 Black Rapids-Valdez; stops in Paxson, Glennallen; interpretive

visit TransAlaska Pipeline; Worthington Glacier exploration; cross Thompson
Pass; bed & breakfast in Valdez

6 Day /5 Night Day 6 Valdez-Anchorage; boardferry for spectaculartripacrossPrinceWilliam
Sound to Whittier, glacial fjords, sea otters (and maybe whales!); drive through
$2545/person mountain tunnels; Portage Glacier; Turnagain Arm; Anchorage

2010 Tour Dates Code  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
june :2L8 ‘]L‘J]ne ’ 23 g:é Trip cost includes all modes of transportation, meals, lodging and guiding. Accommodations range
une 1o - June from semi-deluxe to log cabins, with shared bath the only option at some destinations. Physical
Jduly'S - July 10 6H3  fitnessis not a prerequisite, though some walking is involved. A moderate level of fitness will add
July 28 - Aug 2 6H4  greatly to the overall enjoyment of the trip with several short optional hikes. Alcoholic beverages
Aug 17 - Aug 22 6H5  and gratuities to guides not included. Additional information and a suggested personal packing list

Aug 31 - Sept 5 6H6 sent upon deposit, and are also available on the website. Group size is limited to eight persons.
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Expanded lItinerary

6-Day Alaska Highlights Tour

ALASKA

Day 1 Ouirfirstday will beginat 8AM, meeting downtown with pick-upsat previously arranged
locations. We'll take aquick trip to Earthquake Park, site of extensive damagein the 9.2 quake of 1964
and take apeek at Lake Hood, the world'slargest seaplane base. From here we'll head northward with a
stopin Wasillaat the headquartersfor the 1000 milelditarod Sled Dog Race. Thedisplaysand short video
heregiveagoodinsightintodog mushingingeneral, aswell asthelifestyleandthecommitment that it takes
totrainforandrunthelditaroditself. Pushing northwards, we'll stopfor lunchinthecharmingvillageof
Talkeetna. Anold miningtown, Talkeetnanow servesastheprincipal staging point for expeditionstoNorth
Americashighest peak, Mt. McKinley. We'll returnto the Parkshighway after lunch, entering thegreat
AlaskaRange of mountainsand onto Denali National Park. Thenew Visitor’ sCenter isagreat preludeto
thewhole" Denali Experience’. Flightseeingtoursof themountain areavail abl ejust outsideof thePark and
arevery highly recommended (cost approx. $250-275/person) --sliding between towering peaksand over
monstrousglaciers, thisisanindescribableglimpseof aworldthat few experience. Lodgingisat theWhite
MooseL odge, intheoldrailroad town of Healy, just north of the Park entrance.

Day 2 In the morning we'll re-enter the Park to board a Park Service shuttle for travel to the heart
of thePark, asthevast interior isclosed to privatevehicles. Theroundtripisafull day, crossing Sableand
PolychromePasses, and wandering thevalleysof the Savage, Toklat, and Teklanikarivers, all dominated
by Denali itself, thehighest peak in North Americaat 20,320 feet. With much of the country aboveal pine
treeline, thevistasareendl essand thustheopportunitiesare someof thebest anywherefor wildlifeviewing.
And then there'sjust the plain scenery . . . chances are very good to see bears, caribou, moose, and
possibly evenwolves. Photographicpossibilitiesareexcellent, asthebuswill stop at any desiredlocation at
thegroup'srequest. Inthelate afternoon when weexit the Park, our legswill most likely demand astretch
andavariety of trailsawait. Should thewesather becooperating, another optionisagainflightseeingfromthe
nearby airstrip, or whitewater raftingontheNenanaRiver.

Day 3 In the morning we descend the north flank of the Alaska Rangeto the vast rolling plain of the
TananaRiver, stopping onitssouth shorefor lunch and expl oration of thehistoricrail road town of Nenana.
Fromthereit’ sonto Alaska ssecond largest popul ation center, the* Golden Heart City” of Fairbanks, with
afamoudy worthwhilevisittothenewly renovated University of AlaskaMuseum. It’ sthebestinthestate
and answers(and provokes!) many aquestion from thenatural world to the prehistoric and contemporary
human presenceinthisharshest of lands. Withtemperaturesfromthe 90’ sin summer totheminus60’ sin
winter, Fairbanksisaunigueoutpostin Alaska’ sInterior. A wander through downtown (withall the* plug-
ins’ for vehicles. ..) isenrouteto our evening’ smemorabledestination, ChenaHot SpringsResort, 50
milesnorthwest. Long famed for itsability to soak the cold out of thewinter weary, itisnow at thevery
forefront of research andimplementationof commercially viablegeothermal energy, utilizingthelowest
temperaturesintheworldtogenerateel ectricity. Fromtheheating of thebuildingsand greenhouse, tothe
self-sufficiency of itspower generation, thedogged foresight of theowner hasresultedinseveral industry
firsts, with certainfutureworldwideapplication. And besidesall that, it feel sdarned niceto soak inwater
bubbling upfrom subterranean depths, gazing fromthepool stoimaginethesurroundingscrustedinthe
“other” season’ sotherworldly embrace.

Day 4 After breakfast we return from the end of the road back to Fairbanks, for avisit to Pioneer
Park. Hereresidesasurprising degreeof early Fairbankshistory, fromsimpleminers’ cabinssavedfrom
decay, toan eclecticaviation museum, to thetowering sternwheel er Nenanathat givespal pablewitnessto
anentirely different era. If theweather’ scooperativewemight picnic hereor pushon, withthenext
directiontheRichardsonHighway, theorigina traill fromVadeztothelnterior. Enroutewevisit Rika's
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Roadhouse arestored outpost that long served the areaas awel come placeto recuperate along the difficult
trail. Thenit’ sthrough DeltaJunction, theactual beginning (or end) of theAlcanHighway, built withall haste
under unimaginabledifficulty duringWorldWar 11 tofinally connect by road totherest of thecountry. A
few milessouthweenter theAlaskaRangeagain, followingthe DeltaRiver to our evening’ smost unique
accommodationsat the hand-crafted, timber frame construction Black RapidsL odge. L ocated on abl uff
just abovetheoriginal historiclogroadhouse (under restoration), and acrossfromtheBlack RapidsGlacier,
theviewsfromthismagnificent structureincludethetowering mountainsof Hayes, Hessand Deborah, as
well asthebroad alpinevalley bel ow withitsresident roaming bison herd. It promisesto beamost unique
experienceand memory.

Expanded lItinerary - cont.
6-Day Alaska Highlights Tour

Day 5  Afterahearty breakfast it’s southward ho, continuing higher to crossthe Alaska Range
divideof Isabel Pass. Theterrainisasurprisingly marked contrast to the same Rangefarther west we
witnessed earlier onour northwardjourney, finally spillingoutintothegreat Copper River Basin. Presided
over by thesnow-capped vol canoesof Sanford, DrumandWrangell (still steaming!), thisvastbasinis
believed to have been agreat inland seaafew ten thousands of yearsago, before bursting throughwhat is
now the Copper River canyontothePacific, inaprehistoric cataclysm. WiththeWrangell-St. Elias
mountainsto theleft, we enter the Chugach range on the south side of the great Basin, stopping to check out
the AlaskaPipelineand Worthington Glacier asweclimbtoward Thompson Pass. Whileyet another
mountainrange, thisonebearslittleresemblancetothosepreviously traversed, asthe ChugachMountains
serveasamoisturebarrier fromtheGulf of Alaska. Shielding thehinterland fromthecapriciousweather of
the coast, thetemperaturesof thelnterior ranging fromthemid 90’ sto theminus60’ s. Astherecipient of
so muchmoisture, from record setting snowsto weekslong deluges, thisistruly atemperaterainforest.
Though not often clear, it’ samagnificent passin any weather, so closeto the ocean bel ow. A precipitous
drop from the passto near sealevel leadsto the true canyon known asthe K eystone, the narrow roadbed
pounded by vertical waterfallson both sides. Valdez lies at the head of the bay and at the end of the 800-
milepipelinefromthenorth slope. Itisherethat thetankersload their preciouscargo, asdid theill-fated
ExxonValdez, beforeheading southtorefineriesin California. A bed and breakfastisthenight’s
accommodation.

Day 6 Today we cross the marine sanctuary and maze of Prince William Sound, made known
unfortunately asthesiteof theinfamous1989ail spill. Whiletruly anenvironmental tragedy, therobust
health of thispristineecosystem also allowed it to better weather such ablow, and thoughthelocalized
effectsarestill being studied andfelt, theregenerative powersof naturehaveerased all visiblesign. It wasa
lessoninso many ways, but thevast majority of the Sound was untouched and the countlessglaciersdon’t
seemto pay much attention. Hometo anincrediblearray of marinelifefrom puffinsto orcasand humpback
whales, thecrossing isan endl ess spectacleand will beaccomplished by ferry or tour boat, depending on
their ever-changing schedul es. Thefar westernreach terminatesin Passage Canal andthecuriouslittle
outpost of Whittier, constructed asamilitary deep water port during WW]I. Itisherethat weregainthe
road system, at firstinuniquefashion by travelingthelongest tunnel shared by bothtrainand auto
(aternatingly!). Arrivingontheother side, theocean hereisquitedifferent, dominated by theextremetides
andglacia siltthat characterize Turnagain Arm. Theroad definesthenarrow stretch betweenthemountains
ontheright, and the seaontheleft. A wander through the mountain town of Girdwoodisinorder, aswe
wind our way back to Anchorage, stopping at Bel uga Point where, maybejust maybe, thewhal eswill offer
afitting closetoasix day odyssey. Thenameof thetour may be*“highlights”, but that taste and those
indeliblememorieswill convinceyou, of just how muchremainsfor anenchantingreturn. ..
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Client Pre-Trip Information
6-Day Alaska Highlights Tour

Accessibility/Fitness

Thistrip does notrequire ahigh level of fithess nor doesitinclude camping. Itisthough, anitinerary that
spends abitof time outdoorsin a potentially inclement environment and so a sense of adventure and
flexibility are amust. Atleastamoderate level offithessiis certainly desirable, as notto preclude the many
optionsthatcanaddtremendously to the overall experience, such asthe short hikes.

Accommodations/Dining

Ourlodgingrangesfromlog cabinstolodgesto bed & breakfasts, with private bath facilities unavailable
atseveral ofthelocations. Allare very comfortable and are chosen for their uniqueness and charm. Dining
isinlocalrestaurants, sometimeswith alimited menu. Alcoholic beverages are notincluded. Please let
usknow beforehandifyouhave any special dietary restrictions. Allmeals fromlunchonDay 1 throughlunch
onDay6areincluded.

Luggage/Clothing

No specialized equipmentis needed beyond your personal clothing (see separate Trip Packing List).
Clothing should be comfortable, limited tothree or four changesforthe trip, and whenlayered be warmto
40degrees Fahrenheit. Dress at our destinations andinthe Northingeneral, varies fromthe very casual
tothe extremely so. Footwear must of course be comfortable and designed forwalking. Raingearis
essential. All clothing and personalitems are limited in volume to no more than amanageable medium-
sized soft-sided suitcase or duffle bag. Ourvans have very limited luggage space, so please pack
prudently. Extraitems/luggage can usually be leftin Anchorage during the trip. Asmall daypackworks
wellinthe van for cameras, water bottle, and miscellaneousitems, aswellas for hikes.

Pre/Post-Trip Lodqging/Trip Addons

Many types oflodging are available in Anchorage as are independent extensions before or afterthe trip.
Facilitiesfillup very early during the summer season. Please advise us of your interests wellinadvance
sothatwe are ableto guarantee suitable accommodations. Ifyou need suggestions for other thingsto do,
justletusknow.

Miscellaneous

Purchasescanbe madewith cash, traveler's checks and often (butnotalways) creditcards. TRAVELERS
INSURANCE is strongly recommended, as the season s very shortand our cancellation policy is
necessarily quite strict. EMERGENCIES: Alistoflodging/contactsis sentupon confirmation, thoughthe
bestwaytobereachedisthroughthe Adventure Alaskaoffice in Hope. Smokingis hot permittedinthe vans
and nearly alllodging/dining facilities in Alaska are non-smoking. Cell phone use s strongly discouraged
inthe van. Gratuities to your guide notincluded.

Suggested Reading

Eachclient'sappreciation will be immeasurably heightened by gaining some background beforehand of
Alaska and the areas of our travels. A wide selection of books and information is available from Alaska
Geographic: 810 E 9th Ave, Anchorage, AK 99501; (866) 257-2757; www.alaskageographic.org and also
from our local bookseller, Title Wave Books, in Anchorage - www.wavebooks.com; 907-278-9283




