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Glacier Explorer Tour

P.O. Box 64 Hope, Alaska 99605
(907)782-3730  800-365-7057 Fax (907)782-3725

info@AdventureAlaskaTours.com

INTRODUCTION
Thescaleof theL ast Frontier startlesmost, and notinfrequently eventheres dents. Emblematicof that vast

wildnessisfor many, theeterna , earthateringforceof theglaciers. Evidenceof their ancient presenceisfound
acrosstheglobebutitisinAlaska, that onecanstill witnesstheir ongoing effectsandfed theprimal immensity.

Thistour includesmany highlightsof our others, but placesspecia emphasi sontheseicy forcesof nature
diminishingamost universally acrosstheplanet. Fromexpl oringthesurfacewithcrampons, toflyingover the
icefieldsources, totheir cal ving facesintidewater, asenseof understanding canonly comefromavariety of
perspectives. SotooitiswithAlaskaitsaf, aswevistthreenationa parksand many unspoiled spotsbetween,
inthiswonderful overview of, TheGreat L and. IncludingtheNationa Parksof Dendli, Kenai Fjords, andour
largest, Wrangell-St. Elias, thistour featuresthecontrastsof |and and seathat definethisnorthernwil derness,
alwhilestayingincomfortablelodgingsinfar flunghideaways.

Alaskacantakealifetimetodiscover, butyouhavetostart somewhere. Thisisatripthat will leaveeven
veteransof numerousvists, wonderingjustwhat € sethey missed. Asanywhereunique, it sthequaity of thevisit
that di stingui shesbetween deep sati sfaction, or, avaguefed ing otherwise. Only you candecide.

ABBREVIATED AGENDA

Day 1 Anchorage-Denali National Park; depart AM towards Park; visit
quaint Talkeetna, Mt. McKinley/Ruth Glacier flightseeingavailable, glacier landing
dependent on conditions; Park Visitor Center visit; overnight White M oose Lodge

Day 2 DenaliNational Park-Maclaren River; 6hour natural history/wildlife
tour of Park (hopefully The Mountainisout . . .); travel Denali Hwy to Maclaren
River; riverboat trip to base of glacier; overnight Maclaren River Lodge

Day 3 MaclarenRiver-McCarthy;travel toChiting; oldrailroadgrade60miles
intoWrangell-St. EliasNational Park (our country'slargest); crossK ennicott River
on footbridge (the only surface means); historic McCarthy; Ma Johnson Hotel

Day 4 Kennicott-MajesticValley; travel four milestoabandonedtown/mine
of Kennicott; extensive exploration; hike to Root Glacier; lunch overlooking
Kennicott and Root Glacier; travel to Majestic Valley Lodge

Day 5 MatanuskaGlacier-Hope;icewalk (withcrampons)onthefaceof the
spectacular MatanuskaGlacier; Palmer and Anchorage; road along Turnagain Arm
toend of theroad frontier town of Hope; overnight Discovery CabinsonBear Creek

Day 6  Seward-Hope morningtriptoSeward; boardvessel for spectacular day
tour of Kenai FjordsNational Park toview marinelifeand calvingtidewater glaciers;
7D ay /6 Night afternoon return through Moose Pass; overnight in creekside Discovery Cabins

Day 7 Hope-Anchorage; morning exploration around Hope (older than
$2875/person Anchorage!); optional gold panning; historical museum; Girdwood tram ride to
summit of Mount Alyeska; late afternoon return to Anchorage

2010 Tour Dates Code o o o

May 29 - June 4 61 ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

June 16 - June 22 7G2 Trip cost includes all modes of transportation, meals, lodging and guiding. Accommodations range
July 16 - July 22 7G3 from semi-deluxe to log cabins, with shared bath the only option at some destinations. Physical fitness
Aug 10 - Aug 16 7G4 is not a prerequisite, though some walking is involved. A moderate level of fitness will add greatly
Sept 3 - Sept 9 7G5  to the overall enjoyment of the trip with several short optional hikes. Alcoholic beverages and

gratuities to guides not included. Additional information and a suggested personal packing list sent
upon deposit, and are also available on the website. Group size is limited to ten persons.
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Day 1 Ourfirstday will beginat 8AM, meeting downtownwith pick-upsat previously arranged
locations. Welll head northwardwithastopinWeasi|aat theheadquartersfor the1000milel ditarod Sled Dog
Race. Thedisplaysandshortvideoheregiveagoodins ghtintodogmushingingeneral, aswell asthelifestyle
andthecommitmentthat ittakestotrainfor andrunthel ditaroditsalf. Pushing northwards, well stopfor lunch
inthecharmingvillageof Takeetna. Anoldminingtown, Ta keetnanow servesastheprincipa stagingpointfor
expeditionstoNorthAmericashighest peak, Mt. McKinley. If thewegather cooperates,it'sour firstopportunity
foranupcloseoverview of theincredi bl eglaci ersthat shapedand continuetodominatetheland. Flightseeing
toursof themountainareavailableandarevery highly recommended --diding betweentowering peaksandover
monstrousgl aciers, thisisanindescribableglimpseof aworldthat few experience. Dependingontheconditions,
thereisevenanopportunity foraglacierlanding. .. Well returntothe Parkshighway after lunch, enteringthe
great AlaskaRangeof mountainsandonto Denali Nationd Park. Dinner andlodgingarejust northof thePark
inHedly.

Expanded lItinerary
7-Day Glacier Explorer Tour

Day 2 Afteranearly breakfast, we'll taketheconcess onaireshuttlebusintotheinterior of thePark.
Therearechancesof seeing caribou, moose, Dall sheep, bearsandwolvesinthewideopenvistas, withthe
vehiclestoppingforwildlifeor scenic photoswhenever anyonewoul dlike. Returningby thesameroute, well
leavethePark andhavel unch beforeturning back southtoreach Cantwell, thewesternterminusof thebeautiful
Dendi Highway.A 135milegravel roadacrosswidevaleys, d pinetundraand breathtaking scenery, theDendi
"Highway" isopenonly inthesummer monthsandistheonly roadthroughthisremotearea. Crossngglacid river
andlakecountry, wildlifeviewingopportunitiesaboundinthislargestretch of wil dernessinhabited year-round
only by theoccasi onal trapper andwildernesshermit. Well crosstheSusitnaRiver andfollowthewindingroad
over ancientglacia eskerstothewesternflank of M aclaren Summit, stoppingfor photosor ashort hikeastime
andweather permit. Dinner andlodgingwill beat theM aclarenRiver Lodgewith spectacul ar viewsof agreat
glacierinthedistance. After dinnerisa et boat trip ontheriver out thefront door, tothefaceof theMaclaren
Glacier andthelakeit givesriseto--yet another uniqueperspective.

Day 3 After breakfast we'll continueover thesummit (4,086feet), acrossthe Denali Highway and
throughtheTangleL akesArcheol ogica Didtrict, thoughttobetheprincipa corridor throughwhichtheearliest
peopl espassed to popul atetherest of theAmericasafter makingtheir way over theBeringland bridgefrom
easternAsia. Passingthrough Glennallenand Copper Center, we'll stop at theofficeof our nation'slargest
nationa park, Wrangd |-S. Elias, for anintroductiontothisuncommercidizedjewe morethantwicethes zeof
Dendli. ThescenicEdgertonHighway leadsfromheretotheoldrailroadtownof Chitinaat theconfluenceof
theCopper and Chitinariversfromwhichwewill travel thetortuousabandonedrailroad grade60milesthrough
themountai nsback tothetiny townof M cCarthy intheheart of WrangelI-S. Elias. Attheend of thegrave road
well grabour overnightbags, leavethevan, and crosstwoforksof theK ennicott River (by footbridge) toreach
thenear-ghost town of M cCarthy ontheother sideahalf mileaway, theonly meansof surfaceaccessinthe
monthswhentheriverisn'tfrozen. Excellent flightseeingtoursof theareamay alsobeavailablefromthe
McCarthy airstripthat giveanincomparableoverd| perspective. After ashort hikeontotheglacia moraine, and
havingdinner at theM cCarthy L odge, thenight will bespentinthecomfortable"OldMaJohnson" Hotel.
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Day 4 A vantripuptheremainder of theroadfour milestotheabandoned company townof Kennicott
overlookingitsnamesakeglacier, allowsana most unbelievableexplorationof anentiretownsittingmuchthe
way itwaswhenthemineclosedin 1938. ThePark Servicehasbeenbusy for thel ast severa years, renovating,
shoringandaddinginterpretivedisplaystothehistoricbuildings, aswel | astheincredible14-story mill building
itself. Kennicottistruly aghosttownwithout equal , duetoitsremotenessandfortunatel ack of vandalism.A short
hiketotheRoot Glacier al owsthosei nterestedto clamber ontothefaceof anactiveglacier. Lunchisoverlooking
all thisincrediblescenery beforeour vanshuttleback toM cCarthy. Weagai ncrossthefootbridgetoregainour
transport, for the tripacrossthe Copper River basintothegreat valley that dividesthe Ta keetnaand Chugach
Mountainstothelovely MgesticValley Lodge.

Expanded lItinerary - cont.
7-Day Glacier Explorer Tour

Day 5 After ahearty breakfastinanticipationof themorningactivity, ashort distanceaway findsus
strappingoncrampons(icecleated " overshoes') that will alowisanintimateexpl oration of theaweinspiring
MatanuskaGl acier.A sedatebut utterly spel | binding stroll amongst thefantasti ci ceformscannot beadequately
described. Onefed sat oncebothins gnificant and privilegedtowander areal msofew areabl etodo. Photos
can'ttruly record, but only servetorecall thesentiments. Ondowntheroad, still talking of theglacier, landsus
intheoldfarmingcommunity of Palmer for lunch. Back throughAnchorageandfollowingtheroadaongthe
glacidly carvedfjordof TurnagainArmtakesuspast the 1964 earthquake-destroyed community of Portage.
Fromherewewill headthroughtheK enai mountai nstothetiny end-of-the-roadfrontier townof Hopeon Cook
Inlet. Far olderthanAnchorage, thisfirst goldrushcommunity in Southcentral Alaskai s<till aplaceof logbuildings
andanatmospherethat canonly beexperienced. L odgingisincozy | og cabinsof Discovery Cabins, ontheedge
of rushingBear Creek.

Day 6 Followingahearty breakfast, we'll head downtheroadto Seward and board thetour boat to
head outintotheGulf of Alaskafor thespectacul ar Kenai FjordsNationa Park, passingthroughtheChiswell
IdandsRefuge. Herewewill view cavingglaciersupvery c oseinour smal vessd andcruisetheruggedcoastline
toview atremendousconcentration of wildlifeincluding orcasand humpback whal es, seaotters, sealions,
porpoises, eagles, and many different kindsof seabirds. Stopped off thefaceof theglacier, thevesse rocking
ontheswells, onehearsthecreaking and popping of thegreat icy wonder that almost makesif seemalive.
Returninglateafternoonwell headnorththroughthemountainlakecommunity of M oosePassandback toHope.
If theweather'sconduciveafter dinner, wemight contemplateawal k tothehi storic Seaview Bar downonthe
waterfronttomeet someof theloca "wildlife". Or,youmight just liketopokearoundtheol d settlement and see
themagnificent viewsof themountai nsbordering Cook I nlet, beforel odgingagainfor thenight at Discovery
Cabins

Day 7 Afteraleisurdy breskfast, wemight try our luck a gold panning (optiona ; $25/person) andvisit
theHopeHistorical Museumbeforefollowingtheroadtothesmall town of Girdwood, homeof theworld-class
AlyeskaSki Resort. Herewel | takethetramridetothesummit, withhopeful ly thecl oudspermittingaspectacular
view of thesurrounding Chugach Rangeand Cook Inlet. Theorigina "roundhouse” isnow amuseumuptop,
andtheboardwalk aroundit providesviewsinal directionsto contempl atetheimmenselandformsall around,
fromthevaleyinfront, toHopeinthedistanceontheother sideof theArm, tothevol canoesonthefar sideof
Cook Inlet. Othersmight optfor ashort hikethroughtherainforest (yes, rainforest) after havinglunchat thelocaly
famousbakery. Well returntoAnchorageinlateafternoonandofficially end sevenincomparabledaysonthe
Last Frontier. ..
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Client Pre-Trip Information

7-Day Glacier Explorer Tour

ALASKA

Accessibility/Fitness

Thisis our mostaccessible trip asitdoes notrequire a high level of fitness nor doesiitinclude camping,
though the spiritis very definitely adventure. Atleastamoderate level of fithess is certainly desirable, as
notto preclude the many options that can add tremendously to the overall experience. Walking is also the
only way to getaround and fully appreciate some of the destinations. As we do leave the beaten path, a
certain flexibility and zest for adventure go along way towards your enjoyment as well as that of the entire

group.

Accommodations/Dining

Ourlodgingranges fromlog cabins tolodges to bed & breakfasts, with private bath facilities unavailable
atseveral ofthe locations. Allare very comfortable and are chosen for their uniqueness and charm. Dining
isinlocal restaurants orlodges. Most feature a variety of standard dishes thoughin some we will be dining
from afixed menuwith achoice of one ortwo main entrees. Special dietary needs cannot always be met
as somelocations are quite remote and goods purchased weeksinadvance. Letus knowwellinadvance
if you have any strict or medical dietary needs and we'll gladly discuss the options. A vegetarian dietis
usually not a problem. All meals from lunch on Day 1 through lunch on Day 7 are included. Alcoholic
beveragesare notincluded.

Luggage/Clothing

No specialized equipment is needed beyond your personal clothing (see separate Trip Packing List).
Clothing should be comfortable, limited to three or four changes for the trip (laundry facilities available on
Day5), andwhen layered be warmto 40 degrees Fahrenheit. Dress at our destinations and in the North
ingeneral, varies fromthe very casual to the extremely so. Footwear must of course be comfortable and
designed forwalking. Rain gearis essential. All clothing and personal items are limited in volume to no
more than a manageable medium-sized soft-sided suitcase or duffle bag. Our vans have very limited
luggage space, so please pack prudently. Extraitems/luggage can usually be leftin Anchorage during
thetrip. Asmalldaypack forcameras, water bottle and miscellaneousitemsis greatforinthe vanas well
asforwalks/hikes. The day pack (orasmall overnightbag) is necessary alsofor Day 3, as we will be walking
ahalfmile fromthe van, across the footbridges to McCarthy.

Pre/Post-Trip Lodqging/Trip Addons

Many types oflodging are available in Anchorage as are independent extensions before or after your trip
with us. Facilities fill up very early during the summer season. Please advise us of your interests well in
advance sothatwe are able to guarantee suitable accommodations. If you need suggestions for other
thingstodo, justletus know.

Miscellaneous

Purchases canbe made with cash, traveler's checks and often (but notalways) credit cards. TRAVELERS
INSURANCE is strongly recommended, as the season is very short and our cancellation policy is
necessarily quite strict. EMERGENCIES: Alistoflodging/contactsis sentupon confirmation, thoughthe
bestwayto be reachedisthroughthe Adventure Alaska office in Hope. Smoking is not permittedinthe
vans and nearly all lodging and dining facilities in Alaska are non-smoking. Cell phone use is strongly
discouragedinthe van. GRATUITIES to your guide notincluded.

Suggested Reading

Eachclient's appreciation willbe immeasurably heightened by gaining some background beforehand of
Alaska and the areas of our travels. A wide selection of books and information is available from Alaska
Geographic: 810 E 9th Ave, Anchorage, AK 99501; (866) 257-2757; www.alaskageographic.org and also
from our local bookseller, Title Wave Books, in Anchorage - www.wavebooks.com; 907-278-9283




