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Iditarod Race Sled Dog Tour

P.O. Box 64 Hope, AK 99605
(907)782-3730 1-800-365-7057 Fax (907)782-3725

info@AdventureAlaskaTours.com

INTRODUCTION

Comeexperiencethetrueessenceof theFar North, learningto mush’ your ownteamintheAlaskawilderness,
beforewitnessingfirsthandtheindescribable"Last Great Race", the 1100 milel ditarod Sled Dog Racefrom
AnchoragetoNome. First, we'll spendthreewonderful daysprogressively learningtodrivedogswithan|ditarod
musher. Andthenafter attendingtheRacestart, wewill fly by ski-equi pped bush planetoaremote™ roadhouse”
seventy mileswestaongthelditarod Trail. Therewell overnightandwaitfor thenextday'sarrival of thefirstteams
asthey navigateuptheSusitnaand Y entnariver systems, totheofficia checkpoint of Skwentna. Toasty by our
bonfireontheriver, thesuccess onof teamsstruggleinthroughthenight, gettingtheir first doseof themercilesdy
mercuria conditionsthat will dictatetheir livesfor theweekstocome. Thenext day it's back to Anchorage, with
avigttothechaosof RaceHeadquartersbeforegood-byesincivilized comfort. Thisvery speciad tour isfor those
that longto experiencethereal Alaska, andthereasonssomany havechosentocall ithomeyear around--from
thosethat camefor thegold rushesand decided not toleave, to thosethat still spurnthe comfortsof modern
civilizationfor theadventureof frontier living. Offered only onceayear, no experienceisnecessary for this
incomparabletour that guaranteesmemoriesthat most canonly dreamof ...

ABBREVIATED AGENDA

Day 1 Anchorage-Hope: Gear check and visit to Race Headquarters; travel by road from
Anchorage through the Kenai Mountainsto overnight in log cabinsin thetiny end of theroad
gold rush village of Hope on Cook Inlet; evening mushing "intro”

Day 2 Hope-Soldotna: Morning departurethrough Kenai Mountainsto Soldotna. Afternoon
at thekennel of our | ditarod musher, | earning themechani csof harnessingthedogsandthebasic
skills of piloting canine super athletes. In a graduated fashion, you'll end the day with the
satisfaction of having driven your own team. Overnight at lodge on Longmere Lake.

Day 3 CoHo muskeg mush: A day of immersion with full teamsin the beautiful flats on
theedgeof Cook Inlet, inalternatingly wooded and openterrain. I ditarod veterans, local mushers,
and snowmachineswill assi st thisexhilarating experience--driving adogteamand asnowmobile
--what aday! Overnight back at the lodge.

Day 4 Soldotna-Hope: Now it'stimeto head into the hills of the Kenai National Wildlife
Refuge, onthewonderful trail sof thelocal racing association. By now you'refeelinglikeaveteran,
contemplating racing yourself . . . Return to Hope and the cabins on Bear Creek.

Day 5 Hope-Skwentna Roadhouse: Travel to Anchorage; attend the start (indescribable)
of thelditarod; early afternoon departurefrom L akeHood by bush ski-planefor flighttoaremote
homestead 70 air miles northwest; dinner and overnight at historic lodge

Day 6 Skwentna Roadhouse: Day to explore the neighborhood, watch the checkpoint
preparations; dinner and bonfirerendezvouson the SkwentnaRiver asthefirst dogteamscome
through the checkpoint (northern lights. . ?); second overnight at lodge

Day 7 SkwentnaRoadhouse-Anchorage: Timeto hang out at checkpoint; wander amongst

7 Day /6 Night the arriving mushers and race chaos; return flight to Anchorage and visit to bustling Race
Headquarters
$3875p/person ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Trip cost includes al modes of transportation, lodging, meals and instruction. Supplementary arctic
2012 Tour Dates Code winter gear is supplied by Adventure Alaska. Those preferring not to drive their own team have the
Feb 28 - March 5 7W1 option of riding in a dog sled. Accommodations range from log cabins to lodges, with shared bath

the only option. Weather and conditions can necessitate last minute changes in the above itinerary.
Alcoholic beverages and gratuities to guides not included. Group size limited to 8 persons.
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Day 1 Our adventure startsat 9AM, meeting in downtown Anchorage at your previously arranged B&B or
hotel. Herewe'll make aquick check of gear. We'll then makeastop if necessary at REI, an outdoor gear supplier,
if anyone decides that they might need additional items. Before we head out of town, we'll make a stop at the
Millennium Hotel, the official headquarters of the Iditarod Race. Located on the edge of Lake Hood, theworld's
largest seaplane base in summer and hometo many that equip their planeswith skisand operatefromthereinthe
winter. As things build toward the Race several days away, preparations are evident as the phone banks are
installed, radio communicationsset up and of coursethe Official Iditarod Store doing abrisk business. Afterwards
we'll head out of town hugging theedge of the Turnagain Arm, between the Chugach M ountainsand thesea. Lunch
isin Girdwood at the famous Bake Shop. If conditionsallow we'll make ashort detour to Portage Lake, whereits
namesake glacier often provides a stunning backdrop of beached icebergs. Crossing Turnagain Passinthe Kenai
Mountains well take the 16 mile cutoff to the tiny end-of-the-road town of Hope. The oldest gold rush townin
Alaska, (far older than Anchorage) thissleepy littlevillage of 150 soulsstill hasadefinitefrontier flavor with most
of thebuildingsof log, fromthe old Social Hall still used for weddings and most town functionsto the old church.
WEe'll overnight hereinlog cabinsoverlooking Bear Creek and after dinner, haveour first introduction to mushing.

Expanded lItinerary
7-Day lIditarod Race Sled Dog Tour

Day 2 After breakfast we'll head through and up and over the Kenai Mountains, descending onto the "shelf"
that isthe eastern part of the Kenai Peninsula. Our next several dayswill center about the community of Soldotna
aswe head to the home and kennel of Iditarod musher Jane Faulkner. In the shadow of the imposing volcano Mt.
Redoubt on the other side of Cook Inlet, we'll set about getting conversant with this ancient means of arctic
locomation, thedog team. Asthedetail and mechanicsinvolved will most likely be new to most of us, Janeand her
"righthand", kennel partner MindeeMorning, will lead usthroughinprogressivesteps. Firstwelll start withadetailed
hands-on explanation of the equi pment and general techniquesfor driving thedogs. Thiswill befollowed by short
forayson freight sleds pulled by snowmachine (we've found that the machineis much morewillingto stop for the
novicemusher, thanisafully charged dog teamwith someonecompletely unfamiliar behindit!). Theshort groomed
coursehereisperfect for getting thefeel of the"body english" required, and to build inthe comfort that anticipates
turnsand bumpsout onthetrail. Next step, i slearning to harnesssomeexceedingly enthusi asticdogsand" construct”
asmall (and forgiving!) team. We'll keep at it on the groomed trails out back until we feel we've gotten to that
satisfying point of confidencethat will set the stagefor thenext day'strip over wildernesstrails. Y ou might betired
by now, but for those game and confident in their skiing, now would bethetimetotry "skijorring" --dog-powered
skiing! As twilight descends we'll drive back east through Soldotna, lodging for the night in the lovely log
accommodationsof the All Alaskal odge on abluff overlooking Longmere Lake. We'll have our hearty and well-
earned dinner of Alaskan goodies here aswe discussthe big day tomorrow. Later that evening the northern lights
will surely seetheir way fit to give usadisplay.

Day 3 Withahearty breakfastinthebelly, we'll load up and drive the half hour to meet the "rest of the crew",
bothtwo and four-legged, at thekennel of Jane's partner Randy Adkins, atwo-timelditaroder. We'll be supported
by lead handler Todd Black, who did the samefor Jane on her I ditarod run. By now harnessing up the dogs begins
tofeel likeanatural part of aday's routine (the Call of the Wild is not species specific . . .), though thistime the
level of energy ismultiplied wonderfully by theincreased number of dogs. Thenit'soff downthetrail driving your
own team as we snake through the frozen | akes and muskeg of the CoHo loop area. The relatively level nature
of theterrain aidsin this next transition to wide open trails and more dog power up front. These are the principle
training groundsfor several top mushers, whosedog | otssurround Randy's. We'll thusspend theday exploring like
denizensof old, diding over thesnow to examinestoriestold by theanimal tracks, and witnessing someof theother
seasonal phenomenathat are hard to put into words when someone asks, incredulously, why one would enjoy
winter. We'll might well cross paths with some other mushers, or, even moose, lynx, eagles, etc. Lunchisonthe
trail wherever the urge hits, with never an experienced musher far from hand, should you like some additional
feedback on your dog driving technique (or maybe just a rest in the sled basket!). Pleasantly fatigued welll
deservedly celebrateawonderful day withdinner at the St. EliasBrewing Company ontheway back tothelakeside
lodge. Thenorthernlightswill havean opportunity toeither toptheir previousnight'sperformance, or makeamends
for a no-show.
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Day 4 Arib-stickingbreakfastwill lay thegroundwork for yet another notchin our mushing experience. Today
we'll head the few short milesto the trails of the Peninsula Sled Dog and Racing Association, for our foray into
the hills of the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge. Again hitching up the teams and mushing might just giveriseto
thoughtsthat maybeyou could easily get usedtoalifeof . .. just maybe. . .someday . . . Asthispart of the Refuge
isstrictly non-motorized, we'll beblissfully on our ownwithout snowmachinesinthesewooded hills, to appreciate
thegreat viewsof the AlaskaRangein silence (minusthe dog panting). It'll beafine contrast to the daysprevious,
with thewooded trail sand undulations of these mountain foothills. (Now that you've mushed thetrails, you might
even want to join the Association (25 bucks) and get your patch to proveit.) With afternoon good-byes to new
friends, both two and four-legged, we'll head back through " civilization™ and Soldotna, beforeretracing thecouple
hours of road back to Hope. Surely enroute an eagle or two will pose over the blue waters of the Kenai River or
with amountain backdrop behind Tern Lake or Turnagain Arm. Dinner isat Discovery Cabins before an evening
briefing onthe I ditarod itself viavideo.

Expanded lItinerary - cont.
7-Day lIditarod Race Sled Dog Tour

Day 5 Breakfast isearly to hit the road and get to the Race start in downtown Anchorage. The start has
an atmosphereall itsown asliterally thousands of dogsand peoplearecrowded into atiny area, al focused onthe
event that for many, istheexperienceof alifetime. Y ou'll havelotsof vantage pointsfor great picturesor just plain
gawking. Theperennial contendershavetheir own professional determinationwhilemany othersareparticipating
for thefirst time, though every one of the mushers, spouses, and handlers are concentrating on the grueling and
perilous 1100 miles of wilderness ahead. After watching the teams berel eased at two-minuteintervalsand taking
probably dozensof photos, we'll head to L ake Hood, to board our bush ski-planesfor the 70 miletrip totheremote
Skwentna Roadhouse on the Skwentna River, just a few hundred yards from the first officia Iditarod Race
Checkpoint. Landingonatiny airstrip hereyou'll seehow folkslivefar fromroadsandtherest of theworld. Dinner
is of course sumptuous, after exploring a bit about the neighborhood on foot or maybe snowshoes. Rumor hasit
that there will be some local dog teams on hand that might need exercise.. . .

Day 6 A great breakfast makesthe morning leisurely, with plenty of timeto relax by the woodstove, or
catchuponyourjournal. If theweather isclear, Mt. McKinley, North America'stall est mountain shoul d give proof
just to the north. In the afternoon we'll wander over to the checkpoint to watch the dozens of Iditarod volunteers
busy about preparations, as the dog teams race our direction. After dinner, we'll bundle up and head out by foot
or snowmachineto theriver bonfire and await the first dog teams, straining our eyesin the darknessfor thefirst
glimpse of abobbing headlamp in the distance. After ashort whilethe checkpoint will be buzzing with dozens of
dogteamsand mushers, meticulously checkingtheir dogsover, beforetendingtotheir ownneeds. Itisevident here
the experience of each musher in their efficiency in checking each dog, feeding the team and bedding it down as
well asthemselves, in preparation for the days and days of sleeplesstrail ahead. It isascenethat isdifficult to put
into wordsand onethat will stay with youlong afterwards. Hopefully thennorthernlightswill graceusand lead us
back to our cozy homestead, with thoughts no doubt of those onthetrail, the sled bag their only accommodations.

Day 7 After breakfast we'll bundle up and head back out to the checkpoint to see who remains;
someteamsstrategically resting, othersin despair contemplating the end of their Iditarod dreams. Though weary,
the former are often quite congenia and open to chatting about their experience thus far. Lunch is back at the
Roadhouse and afterwardswe'll await thearrival of our bushplanerideback to Anchorageand civilization, though
not without a different appreciation for the unique world of the arctic winter and the people and passionsthat are
somuchapart of it. Stoppingin at thel ditarod Headquartersfor amusher update, your mind might wander to how,
that whilein so many waystheworld haschanged, in somewaysand placesit hasn't much at al. And now, though
thetripisofficially over, those staying the night might want to get together for aculminating dinner and do abit of
reminiscing. . .
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Client Pre-Trip Information

7-Day Iditarod Race Sled Dog Tour

ALASKA

Accessibility/Fitness

This is a participatory winter trip and though not overly strenuous, clients should be moderately
physically fit and not averse to cold temperatures as this is an arctic environment. Clients are provided
supplementary arctic clothing and boots, and while comfort is our overriding concern, by nature of our
activities we will be outdoors a considerable amount of time. Dog mushing does require some agility
but is not overly strenuous, though some of the optional activities such as cross country skiing and
snowshoeing can be if pursued vigorously. Those not wishing to emphasize "driving their own team",
may opt to ride in the sled basket. We will also be traveling by bush plane to and from the Skwentna
Roadhouse Lodge, and those apprehensive about small plane travel will want to take this into account.

Weather/Temperatures

Always a subject of great interest and occasionally, a few choice words. By early March, Old Man Winter
has just begun loosening his hold on things, but has been known to come back with a good swipe or
two, to remind us just why bananas don't grow very well here. Temperatures could be in the upper
thirties, or, they could be minus thirty. Most typical would be from ten to 25 degrees Fahrenheit,
generally being much milder near the ocean where we will be mushing, and potentially colder at the
remote interior lodge, with the coldest being during the often cloudless nights. Being well prepared is
of course the key, allowing one to enjoy why winter is actually the favorite season of many. Evenif these
temperatures seem beyond comprehension, you'll be surprised what good equipment will do for you,
though we promise that you won't win any fashion contests. Widely available chemical heat packs are
great for those prone to cold feet or fingers. Weather is of course a factor in the flying portions of the
trip, and it is advisable to allow an extra day in Anchorage in case of possible delays. Besides, when
was the last time you had being trapped in a remote winter cabin in Alaska as an excuse . . .

Clothing/Equipment

Because this is a winter trip and due to the fact that conditions this time of year can on occasion be
severe, personal clothing should be chosen carefully to ensure comfort. Adventure Alaska will provide
you with the supplementary arctic outer wear to complement the basic clothing that you probably
already have, or might need to supply. We provide the following: arctic coveralls (very stylish!) for the
very coldest weather; arctic pak boots for the feet; arctic mittens; and a cold weather hat. Items that
you will need to supply include the following:

Clothing:Two to three changes of warm but versatile clothing are recommended (please refer to
luggage restrictions in a separate section) which can be layered if needed. This is a time to throw
thoughts of fashion to the wind and consider above all else, the function of each item. Besides, if your
stylish in the Bush in winter, you'll stick out like a sore (and cold!) thumb. Relatively loose clothing is
warmer than skin tight, with wool or polypropylene pile pants and sweaters ideal. Long underwear
should be of medium weight and preferably polypropylene. Several pairs (to allow for changes) of
heavy wool and/or polypro socks will help keep your feet happy, and work best if layered.
Outerwear: A good, warm winter jacket is a must, with down and some of the synthetics having the
best warmth-to-weight ratio. This, coupled with sweaters or pullovers and other clothing, should be
sufficient and allow needed flexibility for most of our activities, with the coveralls handy for those times
when it is colder or we are inactive. A medium weight hat or stocking cap that covers the ears is a must
as well as a pair or two of medium weight gloves; an additional scarf is also preferred by many.
Footwear: Sorel-style arctic pak boots are provided for each participant if needed for our outdoor
activities (please specify men's shoe size in advance). If you already have your own they probably fit
well and you should consider bringing them. Those subject to chronically cold feet (and hands) might
want to consider a supply of the disposable chemical heat packets sold at many sporting goods stores.
Footwear for indoors and travel should be comfortable and warm, many preferring to throw in an
additional pair of down booties or slippers to lounge around in.
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Sleeping "Equipment": Most prefer to sleep in their long underwear as opposed to pajamas (after
all, you want to dress the part).

Miscellaneous: A good flashlight or headlamp is important; water bottle (quart); sunglasses (UV
cutting); camera; chemical hand/foot warmers (available at most sporting goods stores). Earplugs
are also helpful, as individual bedtimes and noise levels can vary considerably.

Luggage

Soft-sided suitcases or duffel bags are preferred. As small airplanes have limited space, total amount
of personal gear for the trip should not fill more than approximately two to three standard grocery
sacks (four to six cubic feet); suitcases, extra clothing, etc., can be stored in Anchorage during the
trip. A small daypack is recommended for in the van and on the dogsled, for items you might want
handy such as a camera and water bottle.

Client Pre-Trip Information - cont.
7-Day Iditarod Race Sled Dog Tour

Accommodations

Accommodations: Include log cabins in Hope, alodge, and the Roadhouse in Swentna with a variety
of cabins/outbuilding. All established facilities are set up for double occupancy but the remote sites
will sometimes necessitate more of a "slumber party" approach, flexibility being the rule in the Bush.
Shared baths are the only option, with toilet facilities while mushing decidedly "rustic”, either the
woods, or the tried and true, non-running water type... (yes, outhouse --part of the experience!).

Legal Requirements

Insurance: Health: Adventure Alaska cannot require participants to provide proof of insurance but
it is more than strongly recommended to retain and review your personal policy; NOTE: Adventure
Alaska cannot be expected to and will not assume payment liability for medical care or treatment of
any kind. Traveler's: It is likewise strongly urged to carry traveler's insurance in case you have to
cancel or cut short your trip for any reason as the cancellation policy is quite strict. Or, though remote,
the possibility exists also of a delay in our return to Anchorage on the last day due to weather.
Cancellation of activities or additional costs incurred due to weather or safety concerns will not
necessarily result in refund for that segment, and may require additional payment.

Pre/Post-Trip Lodging

Many types are available in Anchorage as are independant extensions after the trip. Please advise
us well in advance so that we are able to guarantee suitable accommodations. Do remember that the
bush plane flight to and from the Skwentna area is dependant on the vagaries of weather —an extra
day should be considered at the end of the trip before unchangeable travel arrangements.

Suggested Reading

The Far North is a story teller's dream of history, wildness, and people. Each client's appreciation
will be immeasurably heightened by gaining some background beforehand of Alaska and the areas
visited, as well as detailed information on the history of sled dogs and mushing. A wide selection of
books and information is available from Alaska Geographic: 810 E 9th Ave, Anchorage, AK 99501; (866)
257-2757; www.alaskageographic.org and also from our local bookseller, Title Wave Books, in Anchorage
-www.wavebooks.com; 907-278-9283. Also, the Iditarod's official website - www.lditarod.com - has a book
list which is quite extensive.




